
Church leaders across West Yorkshire have issued a forthrig ht statement of support
for asylum seekers. Meeting in Huddersfield, they condemned the prejudice suffered by
asylum seekers, the injustice caused by an unfair legal system and a brutal deportation proc-
ess, and the way that people fleeing from terrible persecution are forced into poverty, without
access to education, employment, or health care.

There was special concern for Christian asylum seekers whose faith puts them at risk in
their country of origin. Often the Home Office does not seem to take faith matters seriously.

In contrast, the church leaders praised the tremendous work carried out by churches and
voluntary organisations that support asylum seekers throughout the region.

The statement was sent to the Home Office, prompting a detailed response from the gov-
ernment. Read the church leaders’ statement in full on the WYEC website, wyec.co.uk.
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The Independent Asylum Commission has
just produced its first report and conclusions.
Saving Sanctuary can be found at
www.independentasylumcommission.org.uk�

Bradford Ecumenical Asylum Concern
(BEACON) is starting a supermarket voucher
exchange system. It’s based on a scheme run
elsewhere by the Jesuit Refugee Service. To
buy vouchers from asylum seekers, email
judy.beacon@yahoo.co.uk.

There is also a new hosting scheme in the
city. Offers of help should go to 01274
727525 / 721626 or host.beacon@yahoo.com

Caption describing picture or
graphic.
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Supporting Churches Together
across West Yorkshire and
much of North Yorkshire.



LOCAL ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIPS

There will be a support meeting for any members of
LEPS who would like to come to St Agnes, Stoney
Rock Lane, Burmantofts, Leeds, LS9, at 10am on
Tuesday 1 July. You don’t have to tell the WYEC
Office if you are coming, but it would help.

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN
CALDERDALE

There will be a Consultation
for all Churches Together
groups in Calderdale,
7.30pm, Wednesday 11
June, at St. Paul’s Methodist
Church, Sowerby Bridge,
HX6.

This will be a chance to
exchange stories, air
problems and get examples
of good practice from one’s
neighbours.

Each Churches Together
group is invited to send as
many representatives as
possible.

FINALLY FRIDAY

Many Churches Together
groups have a Good Friday
walk of witness. In
Headingley, walkers witnessed
a dramatic and controversial
modern re-working of the
Passion. It caused quite a stir
(and so it should!) See the film
on http://danielingrambrown.
wordpress.com/projects/
current-projects/finally-friday/160/

MEETING THE MP

Churches Together in
Pudsey have several
meetings a year with the
local Member of Parlia-
ment, Paul Trusswell. It
is a good model for
Churches Together
groups to follow, and
benefits the churches as
well as the MP. Does
your Churches Together
group know your MP?
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CHRISTIAN NIGHTLIFE
INITIATIVES
CONFERENCE

A Christian Nightlife Initia-
tives Conference will be
held at the King’s Centre,
Park Road, Halifax,
10.30am-3pm on Tuesday
1st July.

The keynote speaker will be
Malcolm Duncan, national
leader of Faithworks.

Details on the excellent Hali-
fax website:
www.streetangels.org.uk

Street Angels, the 2005 initiative of Churches To-
gether in Halifax, is making a real difference to peo-
ple’s lives, not only in Halifax but across Yorkshire.

In Halifax, 3000 people have been helped so far. The
police are delighted that Christian Street Angels reduce
town centre crime. Now Bradford Street Angels, formed
last November, have saved a woman’s life.

When helping one woman outside a Bradford nightclub
in April, the patrol saw another young woman collapse
and stop breathing. They worked to resuscitate her until
the ambulance came. A tragedy was avoided thanks to
the work of the volunteer Street Angels patrol.

COULD YOU BE A VOLUNTEER?

There are 75 trained volunteers on the Bradford
Street Angels books, but more would be welcome. Con-
tact John Dinsdale on 07779033458
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CELEBRATE LS 11

The story of the
church in Leeds 11 is
an inspiring new DVD. It
shows the huge
contribution made by
Churches Together in
part of South Leeds that
in the past has had
undeserved bad press.
The WYEC office can
tell you how to get hold
of a copy. Call 0113
2618053.

EDUCATION CHAPLAINCY

WYEC has expressed support for moves to expand
Further Education chaplaincy across West Yorkshire.
The plan is for a part-time chaplaincy post to be linked
to a part-time development role, increasing the
churches’ links with colleges.

At the same time, University Chaplaincy in
Huddersfield is expanding with Gill Atkinson-Heck
joining Anglican and Catholic colleagues as a new
Free Church chaplain. This appointment has long
been pressed for by Churches Together in
Huddersfield Town Centre.

ECUMENICAL
CANONS

No, these are not
new rules and
regulations! They
are honorary
appointments to
West Yorkshire
Anglican cathedrals.

Bradford Cathedral
has appointed five
ecumenical canons:
Graham Brownlee
(Baptist), Tony Parry
(New Testament
Church of God),
Geoff Reid
(Methodist), Bishop
Arthur Roche
(Catholic), and Peter
Whittaker
(Methodist).

Ripon Cathedral
recently appointed
Graham Brownlee
and Michael
McCreadie
(Catholic) as
ecumenical canons.

Wakefield Cathedral
appointed three
ecumenical canons
in 2006.



The World Council of
Churches (WCC) is stand-
ing up for the people of Pal-
estine.

On 4-10 June, the WCC is
supporting a Week of Action
arranged by the International
Church Action for Peace in
Palestine and Israel. Re-
sources and details are on the
WCC website
www.oikoumene.org

The theme of this week is It’s
time for Palestine.

The WCC also runs an Ecu-
menical Accompaniment Pro-
gramme.

Christians from other coun-
tries monitor human rights
abuses. And they stand with
local Christian and Muslim
Palestinians and Israeli peace
activists, offering protection
simply by their nonviolent
presence.

Read more at www.eappi.org.

BIBLE BUSES
Hope Bradford is also

involved in a project that is
putting two hundred bible-
verse posters on local buses.

HOPE BRADFORD
The Cross and the
Switchblade, performed at
Bradford Alhambra Studio
Theatre, by Saltmine Theatre
Company, on 2,3 and 4 June.
Tickets from £8 via 01274
432000.
Alpha banquet: Valley Pa-
rade banqueting suite, is the
setting for an Alpha-style meal
with class. 25 September.
Tables of 10 for £100. Book
through Marianne Clough,
0794 4008314, or
marianne@clough6.wanadoo.co.uk

LEEDS RESIDENTIAL

From 29 July - 2 August
120 young people in Leeds
will combine learning about
mission with taking part in
activities across the city.
Details from Amy
Crawford, 0113 350 8094
or www.hope08leeds.co.uk

DELIRIOUS

Delirious will be doing a
Hope gig in Leeds, 23
October. Details from Amy
Crawford, above.
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16-25 August
Ecumenical pilgrimage to Taize , led by the
Bishop of Pontefract. Details: 01924 250781 or
bishop.pontefract@wakefield.anglican.org

14 September, 2.45pm
The Longwood Sing at the tower on Longwood
Edge, Huddersfield. Preacher: Clive Barrett

WALK TALK - from 19 July

Walk Talk is extraordinary . Gill Hicks who
lost her legs in the 7/7 London bombing, will
be leading a month long walk from Leeds,
through Beeston, Dewsbury, Wakefield... to
London. There will be events on the way,
supporting projects aimed at building
community. To join in or find out more, see
www.walktalk.org.uk, or call 0113 8155120

3 June, 7.30pm
Thanksgiving for Leeds hospices. A ser-
vice in St. Anne’s Cathedral to mark 30 years
of Wheatfields and St. Gemma’s.

8 June, 7.30 for 8pm
Hope Lecture at Bradford Cathedral. Philip
Lewis and Asim Sadiqui of City Circle on in-
terfaith dialogue.

12 June, 9.30am-3pm
Effective Christian Presence & Enterprise ,
a day conference by the Churches Regional
Commission and Faithworks, at St George’s
Centre, Great George Street, Leeds.

17 July, 10am-3pm
Treasures Revealed—Discovering Partner-
ships , at Dewsbury Minster. The culture pro-
gramme of the Churches Regional Com-
mission builds on the success of Treasures
Revealed in Leeds and spreads the concept
across West Yorks. For more details contact
0113 2443413 or www.crc-online.org.uk

3 August
Day of Prayer for persecuted Christians in
Pakistan.
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It’s time for Palestine.

It’s time for Palestinians and
Israelis to share a just peace.

It’s time to respect human lives
in the land called holy.

It’s time for healing to begin in
wounded souls...

It’s time to seek forgiveness
between communities and to
repair a broken land together.

It’s time to move forward as
human beings who are all made
in the image of God...

It’s time for peace.

14 September, 6.30pm

Racial Justice Sunday.

An ecumenical event for West Yorkshire.

Bradford Cathedral.

The Northern Churches’
Resources Exhibition is at
Harrogate, 25-27 Sept.
www.christiansuppliers.co.uk

THE WYEC WEBSITE is
the fount of all know-
ledge of ecumenical
affairs in West
Yorkshire and beyond:

This newsletter is NOT
copyright. You are
encouraged to make as
many copies as can be
used in your church / area.
Please make WYEC as
widely known as possible
and encourage people to
call on us for any help that
we may be able to give.
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What better activity for a Churches
Together group than to lead the
celebrations of a community. That
was the approach of Churches
Together in Rastrick, who put on a
remarkable weekend called
Celebrate Rastrick.

There was an exhibition at Rastrick
High School involving forty local
agencies, churches, clubs and
schools. Alongside that, on the
Sunday morning there was a
community event, with nearly four
hundred people taking part in local
quizzes, listening to school choirs,
singing popular hymns and hearing
an address about what motivates the
churches to serve the community in
this way. The whole weekend was a
tremendous success, with around eight hundred people visiting the exhibition.
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Congratulations are
due to Dr. Mary Tanner.
The European President
of the World Council of
Churches, she has just
been made a Dame. She
received the honour for
her work with both the
WCC and the Anglican
Communion.
Mary gave an excellent
overview of the ecumeni-
cal scene in The

Achievement of Bilateral Dialogues, a lecture
marking the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
Read it on: www.churches-together.net/Mobile/default.aspx?
group_id=42322&article_id=108539

Chiara Lubich, a Roman
Catholic ecumenical
pioneer, passed away on
14 March.
88 years old, Chiara was
known for founding the
international Focolare
Community. With an
understanding and
experience of ‘God is
Love’, she was awarded a
UNESCO prize for educ-
ation to peace.
Her monthly spiritual guidance notes, Word of
Life, inspired thousands. To find out more about
Word of Life and the local Focolare Community
contact 0113 274 2808 or www.focolare.org.
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All sorts of visitors descended upon the Celebrate Rastrick festival.
The mayor doesn’t seem too frightened by the approaching Dalek!

The Rastrick example would be an excellent model for other Ch urches Together
groups to follow. How can you celebrate your community?
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Clive Barrett, the West Yorkshire County Ecumenical Develo pment
Officer , would be delighted to meet with Churches Together groups, Local
Ecumenical Partnerships, churches thinking about closer ecumenical
involvement or anyone who wants to promote local unity. Whether you would
like me to preach, speak or listen, please don’t hesitate to contact me at the
WYEC office below. I look forward to being with you soon!


