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Senior church leaders issue united call for electoral policies to reduce inequality
Leaders of all main Christian churches to meet on Ash Wednesday to sign joint declaration
Senior church leaders across West Yorkshire will this week sign a joint declaration calling on politicians, in the run up to a General Election, to pursue policies which will lead to greater respect for people of all backgrounds and to a reduction in the gap between rich and poor. 

The far-reaching joint statement, “Every Person Matters”, will be signed at 1pm on Ash Wednesday, February 17th, the start of Lent in the church’s calendar. Leaders of the Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist, Baptist, United Reformed, Salvation Army, African Caribbean, Quaker, and Moravian churches will come together in Bradford to sign the declaration and jointly commit their churches to expanding their service to the community in order to help the poorest in society and work towards reducing inequality.. 

Editors/photographers: You are invited to cover the signing event which will take place on Ash Wednesday, February 17th, 1pm at St Christopher’s Church, Holme Wood Road, Bradford, BD4 9EJ  Copies of the statement will be available at 1pm at the event, and afterwards on request.

The joint statement will be signed by leaders of WYEC, the West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council. Present (and available for interview) will be Pastor Gloria Hanley, Chair of WYEC, the Bishop of Ripon & Leeds, the Catholic Bishop of Leeds, the Chair of Leeds Methodist District, the Bishop of the Lutheran Church in Great Britain, and a  representative of the Society of Friends.

Other signatories, who will be represented but unable to attend personally, include: the Bishop of Bradford, the Bishop of Wakefield, the Chair of West Yorkshire Methodist District, the Moderator of Yorkshire Synod of the United Reformed Church, the Regional Moderator of Yorkshire Baptist Association, the Chairman of Yorkshire District of the Moravian Church, the Yorkshire Divisional Commander of the Salvation Army. 

The event will be witnessed by the Revd. David Gamble, national President of the Methodist Conference.

In the lead up to a General Election, Pastor Gloria Hanley, Chair of WYEC, said that church leaders wanted to remind politicians of the enormous needs facing areas such as West Yorkshire. “Nationally, and across Yorkshire, the wide gap between the richest and poorest people brings mental and physical illness, rising crime and fear of crime, and lowers educational results. An unsustainable divide between levels of wealth and poverty leads to disrespect for other people and a strain on family life and social order.“ 

Church leaders, she said, wanted to positively affirm policies, from whichever political party, which would build up ‘social capital’. “We want to see a concern for the well-being of others, a sense of community, a sense of mutual responsibility and a respect for other members of society, resisting racism and all that degrades other people.”

Dr. Clive Barrett, County Ecumenical Development Officer for WYEC, said the statement would also affirm the important community work already being carried out by churches across the region, much of it unsung, and church leaders would commit their churches to a continuation and development of that work. “Church leaders want to affirm the selfless generosity of thousands of church people which reflects Christian values, which affirms society and helps to make it whole.  They will also commit the churches to continue this voluntary work and expand their service to their communities.”

ENDS

More information, Revd Dr Clive Barrett  0113  261 8053

clivebarrett@wyec.co.uk, www.wyec.co.uk
 
Editors/photographers: You are invited to cover the signing event which will take place on Ash Wednesday, February 17th, 1pm at St Christopher’s Church, Holme Wood Road, Bradford, BD4 9EJ  Copies of the statement will be available at 1pm at the event, and afterwards on request.

PRESS RELEASE 2

1400, 16 February 2010, for immediate use

Church Leaders challenge the Rich-Poor divide, calling for ‘community values’

West Yorkshire church leaders, representing one million Christians in the region, will tomorrow speak out together against the increasing gap between rich and poor in society. They will say that it produces illness, crime, and low attainment, bringing disrespect for others and strains on family life and social order. 

The church leaders will call on politicians to tackle economic inequality as a greater priority than economic growth.

The date is Ash Wednesday, the start of the 40-day Lent fast, associated with a call to repentance. 

In a more equal society, people care more for each other and have a sense of community. The church leaders will affirm the work of churches across the region which promote volunteering, generosity and community commitment.

This public statement, Every Person Matters: Christian Community Values and the Rich-Poor Divide will be issued by West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council (WYEC), which brings together major Christian traditions. The thirteen signatories (many of whom will attend the launch) include: the Anglican Bishops of Bradford, Ripon & Leeds, and Wakefield; the Catholic Bishop of Leeds; and leaders of the Methodist, Baptist, Salvation Army, Lutheran, Moravian, Quaker, African Caribbean and United Reformed churches. It will be made in the presence of the Revd. David Gamble, national President of the Methodist Conference.

INTERVIEW AND PHOTO OPPORTUNITY. You are invited to attend the launch of the public statement (directions below). There will be a photo opportunity and the chance to interview church leaders or their representatives.

PLACE: St Christopher’s, Holme Wood, Bradford. Directions at the foot of this message.

TIME: 1pm, Wednesday 17th February. 

Presentations will be made of some of the most outstanding projects: from St Christopher’s Holme Wood, from the Society of St Vincent de Paul, and from Halifax Street Angels. 

Pastor Gloria Hanley, Chair of WYEC, said:
“Nationally, and across Yorkshire, the wide gap between the richest and poorest people brings mental and physical illness, rising crime and fear of crime, and lowers educational results. An unsustainable divide between levels of wealth and poverty leads to disrespect for other people and a strain on family life and social order… We want to see a concern for the well-being of others, a sense of community, a sense of mutual responsibility and a respect for other members of society, resisting racism and all that degrades other people.”
Dr. Clive Barrett, County Ecumenical Development Officer for WYEC, said the statement would also affirm the important community work already being carried out by churches: “Church leaders want to affirm the selfless generosity of thousands of church people which reflects Christian values, which affirms society and helps to make it whole.  They will also commit the churches to continue this voluntary work and expand their service to their communities.”

For more on this story contact Dr. Clive Barrett on 0113 2618053; clivebarrett@wyec.co.uk. 

The full text of the church leaders’ statement is attached. For support material and the names of all the signatories see www.wyec.co.uk.

ENDS

HOW TO GET THERE: 

From Bradford: take the A650 Wakefield Road, leaving at the Dudley Hill interchange to turn left on to Sticker Lane Ring Road A6177 northbound. After only 100 yards, turn right in to Cutler Heights Lane, and, after a bend, right again at a cross roads, into Holme Wood Road.

From Halifax: approach on the A6036, continuing ahead at Odsal on to the A6177 Ring Road. 100 yards after the Dudley Hill interchange, turn right in to Cutler Heights Lane, and, after a bend, right again at a cross roads, into Holme Wood Road.

From Wakefield: approach Bradford on the A650. At the Dudley Hill interchange leave on to the slip road, turning right on to Sticker Lane Ring Road A6177 northbound. After only 100 yards, turn right in to Cutler Heights Lane, and, after a bend, right again at a cross roads, into Holme Wood Road.

From Leeds: approach Bradford on the A647 to Thornbury Interchange. At Thornbury, keep to the left lane by the Leisure Centre, signed ‘Motorways, Halifax, …’ This is Dick Lane. Continue straight on for 1.8 miles, by which time it has become Cutler Heights Lane. You will see the Traveller’s Rest pub on your right; immediately afterwards turn left at a crossroads on to Holme Wood Road. (There is a Co-op warehouse on the corner.)

St Christopher’s Church is at the far end of Holme Wood Road, on the right. There is ample parking behind the shops opposite.
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