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Research Work 
The Oastler Centre has coordinated an 
attempt to establish research into faith 
engagement in community action. This 
sprang originally from the Faithful 
Capital report which, in concert with 
other research, suggests that there are a 
number of barriers to faith engagement 
for which no one is taking serious re-
sponsibility. A high level group of par-
ticipants from Leeds Met University, the 
Leeds Faiths Forum, Active Faith Com-
munities, and the City Council’s Harmo-
nious Communities, along with Leeds 
Church Institute, Leeds Voice and Rt 
Hon John Battle MP, have submitted a 
proposal to the AHRC for funding enti-
tled Shared responsibility: Faith Communi-
ties, Civic Engagement and the Govern-
ment’s Agenda for the Third Sector. We 
await the outcome of our bid. 
 

Work with Faith Groups in 
Lower Layer Super Output Areas 

The Oastler Centre has partnered with 
Leeds Voice in establishing contact with 
faith groups in deprived parts of Leeds. 
We hope to find out how engaged faith 
groups already are and stimulate further 
engagement at a local level. 
 

Life in Recession 
Educational work with the Leeds 
Church Institute and One City Projects 
is taking place under the heading: Life 
in Recession. Oastler Centre is running: 
 
• Unemployment isn’t Working (30th Sept 

10am-4pm at LCI) - a regional sympo-
sium to establish how churches might 
respond to growing unemployment. 

• Enough is enough (Nov tba) - a Confer-
ence on finance in the wake of the 
economic crisis. 

 
Credit, Debt and Money 

The Director continues to speak widely 
on money and community debt and has 
recently been appointed to the Board of 
Yorkshire and Humber Financial Inclu-
sion Advisory Group. He recently re-
edited the Churches Regional Commis-
sion’s publication on the subject—Muck, 
Brass and Credit. 

Harrogate Town Centre Chaplain 
Churches Together in Harrogate have 
recently appointed Methodist Deacon 
David Hunt to the role of Town Centre 
Chaplain. The appointment is ecumeni-
cal and David is networked with other 
chaplains around Leeds through quar-
terly meetings at the Oastler Centre. 
 
David’s work includes 
working with the eld-
erly through Forward 
Together, a luncheon 
club, working with 
the homeless through 
the Harrogate Homeless 
Project, and working out a Retail Chap-
laincy for the Town Centre. He has also 
recently been appointed as a representa-
tive to the Harrogate District Strategic 
Partnership, the body equivalent to the 
Leeds Initiative, where he will engage 
with other sectors of the economy on 
behalf of the faith communities in the 
town. We wish David well in his work. 
 

Leeds Bradford Airport Chaplaincy 
We are delighted to announce that dis-
cussions have begun to establish a chap-
laincy at Leeds Bradford International 
Airport. The new CEO at LBIA, John 
Parkin, has been encouraging and sup-
portive of the new initiative in initial 
discussions and we hope to begin work 
there at a low level early in 2010. We are 
seeking funding for a part-time chaplain 
from 2011 onwards and are looking to 
develop the chaplaincy along lines simi-
lar to other airports across the UK. 

Kirkgate 1207 
The Oastler Centre runs a Christian busi-
ness breakfast, called Kirkgate 1207, 
which meets quarterly. It comprises 
Christians in business  from Leeds and 
West Yorkshire. It appeals to those who 
are in positions of responsibility within 
their organisation, but who also have a 
desire to see the Kingdom of God ex-
pressed in the secular world of work. 
The name derives from Kirkgate - the 
road that connects the Parish Church to 
Briggate, the traditional market area for 
Leeds. And 1207 is the year when Leeds 
was formed as a trading borough. Previ-
ous speakers have included Cal Bailey, a 
director from construction company NG 
Bailey, on How to build a Kingdom; and Rt 
Hon Hilary Benn MP discussing Markets 
with Morals.  
 
Invited speakers for 2009 include: 
• Rt Hon Yvette Cooper MP (Chief Sec-

retary to the Treasury) 
• John Madeley (Economic Journalist) 
• Someone from the Federation of Small 

Businesses 
 
If you would like to be added to our 
mailing list for Kirkgate 1207, please 
contact us as below. 
 

After Sunday 
A new national course that links faith 
and work, After Sunday, has been devel-
oped by Peter Sinclair in Durham. We 
have developed links with After Sunday 
and hope to develop After Sunday study 
groups here in Leeds later this year. If 
you think you or your church would 
benefit from establishing a course that 
helps people to make better connections 
between Sunday and the rest of the 
week, then please contact us as below. 

 
 
 
The Oastler Centre is one of 
a number of projects and 
organisations co-ordinated 
and supported by the Leeds 
Christian Community Trust, 
r e g i s t e r e d  c h a r i t y  n o . 
1096860 
 
 

 
The Centre receives grants 
from the C of E, the Method-
ist Church, the Luton Fund, 
and donations from individu-
als churches. Leeds Church 
Institute contributes through 
contracted educational work. 
 

 
Work is endorsed by the 
West Yorkshire Ecumenical 
Council: WYEC endorses the work 
of the Oastler Centre as an ecumeni-
cal instrument to foster and forward 
the mission of the Church as it 
relates to the workplace and to the 
economic life of Leeds. 

Director: Revd Dr Philip Bee            Tel:              Admin: Wendy Smith 
philipbee@oastlercentre.org.uk  0113-350-8568             wendy@oastlercentre.org.uk 

 

The latest edition of the Council’s Leeds 
Economy Bulletin focuses on the Aire 
Valley .  The East  Link Road now 
provides a new gateway to the city from 
junction 45 on the M1 to the Inner Ring 
Road and opens up development land 
that may create 27,000 jobs as well as 
7,700+ new homes. Strong links between 
the Aire Valley and various of the 
bordering regeneration areas will result 
in significant employment opportunities 
in EASEL (East and South East Leeds), 
Middleton and elsewhere. 
 
The British Chamber of Commerce 
forecasts that unemployment will reach 
3.2m nationally in 2010. Leeds will 
inevitably be affected by this, but the 
Bulletin also reports positively about the 
jobs that continue to be created locally. 
The largest reported job losses are at ITV 
and the City Council where 190 and  400 
posts will be cut. Interestingly, the 
number of apprentices qualifying in 
Leeds has almost trebled in the last four 
years (1430 versus 540). Of more concern, 
however, is a Children’s Society national 
survey which shows that 22% of 17-19 
year olds are unable to find work. It also 
shows that the number of young people 
who are not in education, employment 
or training (NEET) has risen in the last 
ten years from 8.1% to 9.5% - and this is 
likely to worsen. 
 
R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  h a v e 
inevitably slowed during the current 
recession, but the City Council has 
announced that 80 new council homes 
are to be built after a break of 20 years! 
 
For those interested in the story of 
regeneration and development in Leeds, 
a new book by Martin Wainwright, 
Leeds: Shaping the City, has just been 
launched. It explores the architectural 
heritage of the city and concludes by 
presenting future visions for the city. 

The major focus for this edition of our 
newsletter is debt in our communities. 
The inside pages give what I hope will 
be  some useful  ins ights into the 
problems faced not just in the more 
deprived parts of Leeds but across the 
city as people from all walks of life have 
found themselves burdened by debt. 
Money remains something of a taboo 
subject in society. How much do you earn? 
How much do you give? How wealthy are 
you?  are still seen as private matters 
despite the publication of Rich Lists that 
present wealth as the main indicator of 
social success. Equally, many forms of 
debt carry with them a sense of failure 
in spite of the way in which other types 
of loan, mortgages for instance, are seen 
as a quite acceptable way of making 
progress on “the housing ladder”.  
 
As a result of all of this, people with 
debts tend not to talk about them, 
and often bottle up problems that 
would be far more easily resolved 
when dealt with early or offered 
into a friendly ear. The issue is 
often pastoral as much as it is 
practical. Which means there is 
w o r k  t h e r e  f o r  o u r  f a i t h 
communities in recognising the 
issue, understanding the problem 
and opening ourselves up to 
resources that help us to meet such 
community need.  
 
Leeds has pioneered what has become 
known as the Financial Inclusion agenda 
and is widely seen as model for other 
cities to follow. A rapid expansion of the 
number of debt advisors available at the 
Citizens Advice Bureaux has plugged 
part of the shortfall in requests for 
assistance. In addition, the professional 
development of the Leeds City Credit 
Union, in spite of recent organisational 
difficulties, has been followed in other 
places both regionally and nationally. 

The church has been well-represented  
on the steering group 
that has addressed  
financial inclusion in 
Leeds and remains so 
through the Oastler 
Centre. A developing agenda is financial 
capability, which offers a very simple 
way for our churches to engage in 
economic mission in their communities. 
Many courses are being developed to 
help people to understand how to spend 
sensibly, budget wisely and borrow 
discriminately when the need arises. 
These courses are usually short, easy to 
deliver and helpful to large numbers of 
people who have never been shown how 
to manage their money. They are often 
available through schools and libraries 
but the local church is sometimes 
embedded in parts of the city that is 
otherwise difficult to reach. Could you 

make this a part of 
y o u r  c h u r c h ’ s 
ministry? A single 
t r a i n  t h e  t r a i n e r 
session could  equip  
y o u r  c h u r c h  f o r 
transformative work 
in your  community . 
A  f e w  s i m p l e 
sessions with small 
groups of people can 
help to break the 

connection  be tween  pover ty  and 
educational underachievement that so 
often recycles itself in the most deprived 
areas of Leeds. 
 
Read pages 2 and 3 to discover a little 
more about debt in our communities and 
how your own church’s mission and 
ministry might shape local life for the 
better. 
 

Philip Bee 
Director 

What’s happening in the 
Leeds Economy? 

SPECIAL EDITION ON 
DEBT IN OUR COMMUNITIES 

 
20 New Market Street 
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 DEBT, THE CREDIT CRUNCH AND RECESSIONUSURY IN THE CHRISTIAN TRADTION 

FINANCIAL EXCLUSION AND REGENERATION DEFINITIONS

Predatory Lender - there is no consensus 
over what constitutes predatory lending. 
Most people would accept that lending at 
interest can be a common good when 
properly regulated. Equally, most people 
who are financially included in the main-
stream would regard APRs of 175% as 
excessive. It seems reasonable for the 
church to understand such rates as preda-
tory. 
Doorstep Lender (Home Credit) - many 
doorstep lenders represent legal  organisa-
tions. They are often self-employed. Loans 
are often very small, being repayable at 
five or ten pounds per week over periods 
of up to nine months. The lender makes 
collections on the debt weekly and is often 
regarded as benign by borrowers. 
Loan Shark (Illegal Lender) - loan sharks 
have no licence to lend and therefore act 
illegally. They tend to live in the commu-
nities they “work” and often collect with 
menaces or add heavy penalties when 
clients miss payments 

Although the Bible has prohibitions 
against usury, in part because loans tend 
to enslave one person to another, the Old 
Testament permits the Israelites to lend 
to foreigners (Deut 23:19-20). The New 
Testament has very little to say on the 
subject, but early Christian theologians, 
following Aristotle as much as the He-
brew Bible, forbade usury as a sin. As a 
result of these two facts, it was often 
Jews who became moneylenders to a 
society in which they were regarded as 
outsiders (they were sometimes pressed 
into this role). 
 
By the time of the Reformation, practice 
had begun to supersede principle. The 
early Italian banks accepted money from 
depositors and charged a fee for looking 
after it securely (usury?). When they 
began also to credit and debit accounts 
internally, it removed the need to trans-
port large amounts of coin vulnerably 
across Europe. The Church, being the 
largest international organisation of the 
time, made good use of the facility. 

It also came to be accepted that lending 
at interest was not always a bad thing. 
Money that might otherwise lie idle 
could be lent for the purposes of devel-
oping business, stimulating economic 
activity, providing work and generat-
ing wealth and prosperity for the 
whole community. At the same time, 
the working poor might sometimes 
need to borrow small sums to tie them 
over during short periods of hardship. 
Catholic, Johann Eck, regarded a rate 
of 5% for business loans, and Protestant 
John Calvin advocated interest free 
loans to the working poor and a culture 
of free gifts to those too poor to repay. 
 
Parliament abolished the law against 
usury, following Jeremy Bentham’s 
advice in 1787 that people of sound 
mind ought to be free to borrow in 
whatever way they saw fit, leaving 
usury being understood as lending at 
excessive rates of interest, without de-
fining what was excessive. The church 
remains concerned over the latter. 

often arrange small loans at what seem 
affordable weekly payments over a few  
months. But with APRs around 200%, it 
is difficult not to see these as excessive 
and the borrowers as financially ex-
cluded. 
 
Research by the Council suggested that 
a large proportion of the regeneration 
money being poured into deprived 
areas of Leeds was pouring out of those 
same areas by way of high interest 
loans. Hence the decision to: 
• Expand the credit union in Leeds to 

provide small short term loans that 
model the doorstep lenders’ model 
but capped at 26% APR 

• Increase the number of debt advis-
ers available at the CAB 

• Support Trading Standards in their 
attempts to remove loan sharks from 
communities 

• Develop financial literacy work that 
helps people to manage money. 

Those with a care for regeneration in 
Leeds noticed some years ago that large 
numbers of people in deprived parts of 
the city were excluded from the financial 
mainstream. Some could not get bank 
accounts, some found it easier to manage 
cash, and many were not able to get 
small loans at low rates of interest when 
times were hard. At worst, this was forc-
ing the most vulnerable members of 
community out into the unregulated 
market where loan sharks may charge 
rates in excess of 1000%. At best, door-
step lenders from legally run financial 
organisations might charge up to 250%. 
 
Doorstep lenders will argue that high 
costs and defaults on loans make it nec-
essary to charge high interest rates. They 
will also argue that they are regarded as 
friends by many people to whom no one 
else will lend when there is a crisis. If 
someone’s children need school uni-
forms, for instance, door step lenders  

A credit crunch describes a period in the 
financial markets when it is difficult to 
obtain loans, often because of a loss of 
confidence in the financial system as a 
whole. The recent global recession has 
arrived in the wake of a particularly se-
vere credit crunch in which banks became 
reluctant to lend to each other after a pro-
tracted period of inappropriate lending 
and mounting bad debts as the housing 
market collapsed in the United States and 
elsewhere. 
 
The credit crunch itself has meant that the 
financial inclusion agenda has 
broadened out into a wide scale 
debt crisis affecting more than just 
those outside the financial main-
stream. People at all levels of soci-
ety have been affected, from busi-
ness leaders who have overloaded 
their companies on debt while it was 
cheap and readily available to ordinary 
people with mortgages in excess of the 
value of their homes.  People on cheap 
fixed rate mortgages have sometimes  
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HOW CAN OUR CHURCHES HELP? DEBT, THE CREDIT CRUNCH AND RECESSION 

DEFINITIONS 

Payday Lender - often a shop on the 
high street, a payday lender accepts 
post-dated cheques as security against 
cash advances with APRs up to 1000% 
Auto-title loans - often longer term 
loans at APRs of around 400%, accept-
ing car log books as security. 
Rent to own stores - found in the High 
Street advertising goods for rent with a 
final purchase option. Typically the 
APR is 29.6% but the prices are usually 
inflated to bring down the APR artifi-
cially and insurances and other fees 
usually make the effective interest rate 
substantially higher 
Credit Union - essentially a not-for-
profit savings and loans co-operative 
that encourages members to save what 
they can and only borrow what they 
can afford to repay. Loans offered will 
often be very small and repayable 
weekly in small amounts like the prod-
ucts offered by the above organisations 
but at an APR legally capped at 26%.  

found it difficult to roll over their home 
loan when the fixed rate period has 
ended. At the same time, sharp declines 
in house prices have left increasing 
numbers of homeowners in negative 
equity where their home is worth less 
than  their mortgage. 
 
The recession has also seen a sharp 
drop in consumption, so that manufac-
turers are selling less goods. That in 
turn means that businesses have been 
laying off workers, especially those 
which overloaded on debt. Unemploy-

ment lags behind other 
features of a recession 
and will continue to 
rise sharply into 2010 
before levelling off in 
excess of 3m people. 
That will inevitably 

leave more households short of income 
and vulnerable to debt problems. So 
unemployment and debt are likely to 
be community issues for several years 
to come.  

 bearing in mind that people with 
money problems are more likely 
to pick up publicity if there is a 
note inviting them to take it for a 
friend rather than for themselves! 

• Encourage members of your 
church to become members of the 
Leeds City Credit Union. The 
credit union depends on savings 
from depositors (guaranteed by 
government) in order to be able to 
lend at affordable rates to the fi-
nancially excluded. 

• Run a Financial Literacy course 
for the community. Check to make 
sure that any local library or 
school is not already doing this. 
And try to focus this through the 
groups that already use your 
church. Courses are very straight-
forward, easy to run and cover 
spending, budgeting, saving, bor-
rowing and giving. LCI, Oastler 
Centre and Church Action on Pov-
erty are currently designing a 
course. Contact Oastler for details.  

Financial inclusion work in Leeds, includ-
ing financial literacy training, is often 
worked out through community institu-
t ions  such as  school  and libraries. 
Churches, however, are more widespread 
than many other organisations in Leeds 
and are still embedded in communities like 
no other institution, especially in some of 
the hard to reach parts of the city. We are a 
huge potential resource to community life 
and Christ teaches his disciples to be fo-
cused outwards on the needs of those 
around them. What can we do to address 
community need, when it comes to debt? 
 
There are some very simple things we can 
do to energise our churches for action in 
the face of debt. 
 
• Make publicity available that directs 

people with debt problems to the places 
where they can receive affordable credit 
and/or specialist debt and benefit advice. 
The best guide is Overcoming Financial 
Difficulty: A Guide to Service providers 
Across Leeds (see resources). It is worth 

USEFUL CONTACTS AND RESOURCES 

• Overcoming Financial Difficulty: A Guide 
to Service providers Across Leeds - free cop-
ies available from the Leeds Church Insti-
tute, 20 New Market Street, LS1 6DG. 
Downloadable from Leeds City Council 
and the Oastler Centre websites. 

• Debt on our Doorstep - a national cam-
paign to end extortionate lending & en-
sure access to affordable credit & other 
services. www.debt-on-our-doorstep.com  

• Consumer Credit Counselling Service - 
Free, independent, impartial and realistic 
advice for those in financial difficulty. 
FREEPHONE helpline from 8am - 8pm 
Mon - Fri  0800 138 1111  www.ccs.co.uk  

• National Debtline - Free, confidential and 
independent service funded in part by 
the DTI. Free helpline Mon—Fri 9am-
9pm ( Sat 9.30am-1pm) 0800 808 4000 
www.nationaldebtline.co.uk  

• Now Let’s Talk Money - DWP website for 
hard to reach excluded consumers 
www.nowletstalkmoney.com 

• Leeds Citizens Info Webpoint - 
gives useful advice on many is-
sues to include debt and benefits 
advice.   

 www.leedscitizensinfo.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• St Vincent’s Support Centre - has 

a debt adviser working with peo-
p l e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  c e n t r e 
www.stvincents-svp.org.uk/
debt.html 

• Christians Against Poverty - 
Aims to re l i eve pover ty 
through debt counselling, 
advice and practical help and 
to demonstrate God’s love in 
a practical way. 01274 760720 
www.capuk.org  


