CHURCHES TOGETHER GROUPS IN NORTH YORKSHIRE
WYEC Consultation, St Andrew Skipton (Methodist and United Reformed), 
5 July 2011

Convened by Clive Barrett (who explained that ‘West’ Yorkshire Ecumenical Council serves most of the western half of North Yorkshire), groups represented included:

Biblical Literacy Project in the Northern Dales
David Wood, North Yorkshire Dales Circuit
Crosshills and District Fellowship of Churches 
Glennis Attwood; Tim Calow, St Thomas Sutton; Ruby Sedgwick; David Warrington, South Craven Baptist

Ripon Alive Churches Together
Graham Sturdy, Ripon Lower Dales Circuit

Diocese of Ripon and Leeds
Colin Cheeseman, Ecumenical Officer
Settle and District Churches Together / Bentham Churches Together

Tony Boylan
Skipton Churches Together 

Richard Atkinson, Skipton and Grassington Methodists; Hilda Wilkinson, St Andrew Skipton; Brian Nelson, St. Stephen Skipton; Muriel Williamson, Lifeline house church
Churches Together in Upper Wharfedale
Anne Vetch

Wensleydale
Geoff Philips, North Yorkshire Dales Circuit (recently retired Ecumenical Officer)
We shared stories…
Skipton CT had been without a Chair for four years. Now three of the local clergy (Anglican, Methodist, Catholic) have volunteered to serve for one year each. 
· St Andrew (Methodist/URC) and Holy Trinity (Anglican) have just held a joint retreat. They have also jointly prepared all their Confirmation candidates for four years, and there is a resulting ecumenical youth group.
· In November, there will be talks by specialist speakers. 
· A wider range of participating churches has meant that the Good Friday witness is becoming much more ecumenical than in previous years. 
· Skipton CT covers a large area and can’t expect everyone to do everything. It has set up task groups to focus on, e.g. One World Week, or Skipton Street Angels. 
[It is not essential for everyone to do everything in a CT group. When trusting relationships have been built up, it is possible to let those with gifts and enthusiasms in one aspect of Christian life to pursue that together, whilst those with other gifts and enthusiasms pursue something else together. And it can all be in the name of Churches Together and ‘owned’ by the CT group as a whole.]

· The Street Angels story is really encouraging: on a Saturday evening, at least six people go out, in teams of three. One spin-off is that team members talk a lot to each other in a new, informal context and this helps to build relationships across the churches.
Settle CT has held a successful outdoor Passion Play for the last three years, on Good Friday, moving around the town. It involves tourist visitors, and even bikers acting as soldiers. 
· This is one of a dozen or so activities each year. 
· One unique contribution the CT group makes to the area is holding hustings at election time; the churches are best placed to do this, and it means candidates become more aware of the issues which concern local Christians.
Bentham CT is in a time of transition, as both Anglican and Methodist ministers are preparing to move on.

Wensleydale: ‘if you go to community groups, gala committees, and so on, you always meet the same people and they are probably church people.’ Strong relationships, but they ‘don’t do structures’. 
· West Witton is the only sharing agreement. 
· But there are lots of informal relationships and cross-church activities happening which may not always be noticed or recognised by church authorities. The relationships matter more than the structures.

· King’s Club involves 160 children in a week-long holiday club. Its origins are with Scripture Union; it still includes Bible Study. It ends with a barbecue to which parents are invited.

The Diocese of Ripon and Leeds would be delighted to know more about what is happening north of Harrogate (north of WYEC’s ‘official’ patch).

Crosshill and District Fellowship of Churches has been going for twenty years, with some highs and lows. 
· The outdoor nativity pageant attracts hundreds of people. 
· Next week is Praise in the Park. 
· There are Lent groups, a Harvest Supper. 
· The sense of community and togetherness is there in the churches; people know each other. 
· St John’s United Church at Cononley is a Local Ecumenical Partnership. 
· The quality of relationship between ministers is a real strength; they are friends and offer mutual support. Baptist and Methodist colleagues attended the Anglican curate’s recent ordination.
Upper Wharfedale CT has successful involvement in big community activities like the Grassington Festival. 
· There is an Easter Procession up to Rylstone Cross. 
· There is, however, a need to think how we might worship together in a new way.

· In Hebden, an Anglican congregation and a Methodist congregation worship together, alternating buildings. There is no formal agreement, they just do it.

· In Kettlewell, there is a monthly Methodist service in the Anglican church building. 

[Note: in this instance, not only is there a long-standing precedent, but all the churches in the Anglican parish have agreed a Declaration of Ecumenical Welcome, which applies when there is only one church in a village. This model is commended for other single-church communities, whatever the denomination. If any church is interested in the possibility of making a Declaration of Ecumenical Welcome, and would like to know more, please contact Clive Barrett at WYEC.]
Ripon CT is known as Ripon Alive Churches Together. 
· The clergy meet together monthly for breakfast. This has helped to build a collective vision for Ripon.

The Biblical Literacy Project in the Northern Dales is also having a temporary presence in Skipton and Grassington. 
· The project has Methodist roots but seeks to work ecumenically. 
· There will be a presence at agricultural shows, especially the Wensleydale Show and the Muker Show.

· The Project asks what levels of Biblical literacy are important for Christian discipleship, or for understanding culture and society. Some survey results will be published soon by St John’s College, Durham.

· The Project wants to help churches engage with the Bible.

· More than that, it want to get the Bible back out in community, to get people of all ages to engage with it. That’s part of the rationale for going to agricultural festivals. There are even ‘Beer and Bible’ evenings.
· Can parts of the Bible, e.g. a gospel, or Jonah, be read by secular book clubs?

· The hope is that, through St John’s Durham, a network of such projects would be established across the country.

Other general issues raised:

· People in country areas have relationships with the same sets of people for a variety of different means; the strength of much inter-church work.

· There was a common concern about the lack of young people in the churches. Middle aged and older people were more interested in Churches Together activities. 

· People outside of the churches don’t see denominations, just ‘you lot’. And not only people outside; in South Craven, the churches now think of themselves as a Christian Community. The same applies to Skipton Street Angels who say ‘we’re from the churches’; it wouldn’t work if they were only from one church. ‘Churches Together is a more effective banner than any one church’.
· And yet… it feels as if denominational church structures don’t know how to deal with churches that are shared.

· The value of thinking differently (Fresh Expressions), including midweek events which become people’s experience of ‘going to church’ – but nothing to do with Sunday.

· The need regularly to review what is being done in a CT group, and, if necessary to do fewer things but to be able to do them well. (Especially relevant when people with particular gifts or relationships move on. What they were involved with might not be appropriate any longer, and it’s OK to stop. An example was the extent to which churches in Bedale used to be involved with primary schools, more so than at present.)

· Are ministers a help or a hindrance? Crosshills CT started without ministers being involved; now the ministers meet together and they have become more involved. Upper Wharfedale CT needs and benefits from strong support from the clergy… 

· … But there is always a danger that new ministers, if they are not ecumenical, can scupper achievements and links that had been built previously.

· This raises questions about appointment processes, and also about the ways in which, given denominational constraints, it could be possible to flag up that ecumenical relations are an important part of church life in any place. Depending on the rural dean, Anglican appointment processes usually involve some level of ecumenical consultation. It is important that Methodist profiles should indicate that a new minister needs to work ecumenically. 
[There is an important place here for local Covenants. Where there is a strong relationship between several churches – either a local subset of a CT group or even a whole CT group – and these churches are working extremely closely together, it is possible to draw up a Covenant agreement. This not only encourages the churches to build on what they have already achieved, but also acts as an external marker, to show partner denominations that ecumenical relationships are extremely important to those churches. This in turn can help with continuity when there are ministerial changes. If any churches or CT groups would like to explore further what a Covenant might mean for you, please contact Clive Barrett at WYEC.]
· The value of sharing information (‘Being Chair of a CT group can be isolating; this meeting has been helpful’). Various information shared included CLAY (www.claycourses.org.uk),  Iona worship resources, Godly Play (there are resources to borrow from Bradford Diocese’s Kadugli House, and there are books on sale in Skipton; www.godlyplay.org.uk)

Communication is all important. Please let WYEC know anything that is going on ecumenically, large or small. WYEC would also be pleased to receive copies of minutes of CT meetings. For regional ecumenical news, see www.wyec.co.uk.
WYEC attempts to spread the word about ecumenical activities and to celebrate the work of Churches Together groups. It’s how we encourage each other and give each other new ideas. So wherever there is an ecumenical initiative or activity in your area, please send a report to Clive Barrett at WYEC, and photographs if possible. This is especially important around November when the WYEC newspaper, Unity Post, is being put together. If you don’t get Unity Post, or have suggestions for improving distribution, please contact WYEC.
Clive Barrett, County Ecumenical Development Officer, 

WYEC, Hinsley Hall, 62 Headingley Lane, Leeds, LS6 2BX

clivebarrett@wyec.co.uk; 0113 2618053; www.wyec.co.uk
