
USE YOUR CROSS: Resource Notes for Local Churches at Election Time
It will soon be General Election Day, and there are local elections too in 2010. Many Christians are concerned at the level of support given to the British National Party at last year’s European elections, and we don’t want the BNP to win any seats this year.  The racism, hatred and fear that underlie the BNP must not be promoted in our communities. Local churches, inspired by the Christian Gospel of love overcoming fear, of hope triumphant over hate, are well placed to help to spread a more positive message in communities around the county. In particular, we can encourage everyone in our area to vote, whichever mainstream party they vote for.  Experience has shown that the higher the turnout, the lower the chance of the BNP doing well.  Please encourage people to ‘Use Your Cross’ for the good of democracy and to defeat the BNP.
What can local churches do?

Be informed
West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council has produced a website with lots of resources from the churches.
Access all of these materials via www.wyec.co.uk and clicking on ‘2010 Election Resources’.

Thinking of holding a hustings meeting? Get details from www.wyec.co.uk, including links to the Electoral Commission. There is also a link to a paper from Churches Together in Britain and Ireland answering questions like ‘Do I have to invite every candidate?’ It’s all at www.wyec.co.uk 
Spread the word
We can start by letting our own congregations know how important it is to vote. Attached to these notes is a short ‘USE YOUR CROSS’ article for your church magazine.  There is also a simple black and white ‘USE YOUR CROSS’ poster to download and photocopy. The key message is that everyone needs to use their cross, to cast their vote. There is also a collection of relevant Bible passages, to inform Bible Study or Prayer Group reflection, or for sermon material. All this is available at www.wyec.co.uk. 
Work with others in your area, in your Churches Together group and in non-church organisations. A major campaign across Yorkshire is called ‘Hope Not Hate’. It produces  leaflets as well as some posters. Would congregation members, families and friends be prepared to help deliver leaflets in your area? You could either produce your own leaflets, or ask for thousands of free ones from ‘Hope Not Hate’. Perhaps your church hall could be used as a base for others who are leafleting? For details, leaflets and posters, contact ‘Hope Not Hate’, hq@hopeyorks.org.uk; 01274 737610.  www.hopenothate.org.uk/Yorkshire. 
Make your own splash

Faith leaders, and especially Church Leaders in West Yorkshire, are making public statements about the European Elections and the BNP. Watch out for these in the media and tell your own church about them.

Can you make a public statement in your own local area and issue a press release to your local media? And what about a prominent prayer vigil? Churches Together groups can be a good vehicle for this, and there is power in the churches being seen to be united in this way. And remember that the principal message is that, to defeat the BNP, everybody needs to vote, whichever major party they support.
Thank you for all you will do to ensure the Christian message of hope is victorious at this year’s elections.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Issued by West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council, Hinsley Hall, 62 Headingley Lane, LS6 2BX. www.wyec.co.uk. 

In consultation with: the Churches Regional Commission for Yorkshire and the Humber; the Diocese of Leeds Justice and Peace Commission, Leeds Church Institute, Leeds Churches Together in Mission.


