Appendix 1:  Ecumenical Vision Statement

The proposed changes in Constitutions for Single Congregation LEPs in the light of their need for registration with the Charity Commission have included separating the Declaration of Intent from the Constitution and making it a self-standing document.  It appears that ‘Declaration of Intent’ is no longer an appropriate title and ‘Ecumenical Vision Statement’ is offered as an alternative.

It has the advantage that it does not presume that the ecumenical initiative will lead to a formal Local Ecumenical Partnership as understood by the historic Churches.  This is a problem in particular for Fresh Expressions which deliberately avoid replicating the culture of the inherited Church.

Now that the Constitution of a SCLEP has become a single governing document for charity registration, it will not provide for the creativity embodied in LEPs from the earliest days of the Areas of Ecumenical Experiment.  This is because it becomes a legal document which needs to be acceptable to the (secular) Charity Commission as well as to the sponsoring Churches.  The Ecumenical Vision Statement (EVS), though, will be locally devised and agreed by the participating churches and may be revised by them as and when needed.

An agenda for drafting a EVS could be:

1. In the light of the prayer of Christ ‘may they all be one… that the world may believe that you sent me…’ (Jn 17.21) and the injunction to ‘spare no effort to make fast with bonds of peace the unity which the Spirit gives’ (Eph 4:3) what do we now have a vision to do together instead of separately?

2. How does this venture relate to the local community beyond the Church and the Church beyond the local community?

3. What is the added value of this ecumenical commitment to the whole Church offering the whole Gospel to the whole Earth?

4. What is the next step in acting on this vision?

a. Should we seek to form a Local Ecumenical Partnership -

i. A Single Congregation?

ii. Congregations in Covenanted Partnership?

iii. A Shared Building Partnership?

iv. A Mission Partnership?

v. A Chaplaincy Partnership?

vi. An Education Partnership?

A time-limited project for the next x years?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Here is a suggested outline of a sentence which could express everything that needs to be approved:

[In the light of the prayer of Christ ‘may they all be one… that the world may believe that you sent me…’ (Jn 17.21) and the injunction to ‘spare no effort to make fast with bonds of peace the unity which the Spirit gives’ (Eph 4:3)] 

or 

[In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit]

[names of Churches participating in the Local Ecumenical Partnership]

[commit themselves/covenant together/agree]

to [express the visible unity of Christ’s Church/ to work together]

in [prayer together and for each other]

in [shared worship and ministry]

in [making and nurturing Christian disciples]

in [serving God’s mission in our neighbourhood and beyond]
[as far as the disciplines of our Churches allow].
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