Anti-Racism Bible Notes

Any of the passages below would make a worthwhile passage for a group Bible Study. The other material cited would help to inform such reflection, study and prayer. Whilst some passages were originally written about relationships within the Church, others refer to all people, irrespective of their faith. They clearly reveal no place for racism in God’s world.
Old Testament
All human beings are created in the image and likeness of God, Genesis 1.26,27; and God saw everything that he had made and, indeed, it was very good, Genesis 1.30. The Covenant of Noah was between God and ‘all flesh that is on the earth’ Genesis 9.17. 
Ruth, the outsider, was an ancestor of David. Cyrus, the complete outsider, a foreigner sharing neither faith nor race, was lauded as God’s chosen agent for the liberation of Israel, Isaiah 44.28-45.13 and 2 Chronicles 36.22,23. And there are repeated calls to respect the alien in one’s midst: Exodus 22.21, 23.9, Jeremiah 7.6, Zechariah 7.10...
The teaching and example of Jesus
The whole thrust of the New Testament is that the new covenant in Jesus breaks down any old notions of racial superiority. Christ died for all.

Jesus commands us to love each other as He loves us, John 13.34. If God is impartial, and loves us with impartiality, that means we need to love others with that same high standard. We are to love our neighbours as ourselves, remembering the words of the king in Matthew 25.40: ‘whatever you did to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you did it to me’.
Jesus healed both Jew and Gentile, including:

· Canaanites, Matthew 15:22-28, 
· black Africans (Syrophoenicians) Mark 7:25-30 (An American bible study on this passage can be found at http://gbgm-umc.org/Response/articles/racism.html) 
· Samaritans Luke 17:12-19,
· and a Roman’s servant, Matthew 8.5-13.
Another black African, Simon of Cyrene, had the privilege of being alongside Jesus, carrying his cross, Mark 15.21. One of the first Christian converts was a black Ethiopian eunuch, Acts 8:27.
God so loved the world
The impetus behind the early spread of the Christianity was that ‘God so loved the world’, John 3.16, not only one race but absolutely everyone. Hence Galatians 3.28: ‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’ We see this in the Acts 10 story of Peter and Cornelius. (There is an American bible study on this passage: http://www.womenoftheelca.org/resources/PDF/corneliusstudy.pdf)

God does not show any favouritism, Romans 2:11, and neither should we. James 2:4 describes those who discriminate between people as ‘judges with evil thoughts.’ Instead, we are to love our neighbours as ourselves, without partiality, James 2.8,9.

Thus, earth is a model for heaven itself, as is expressed in Revelation 7.9-10, where heaven is described as ‘a great multitude from every nation’.
Finally, the retort to those who would stir up racism through the politics of fear: ‘perfect love casts out fear’ 1 John 4.18. 
See also http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentoworld.content&cmid=1839
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