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PRESS RELEASE 2.30pm Tuesday 21 April 2009
For immediate use
Church leaders speak out on political extremism
Church leaders from around West Yorkshire will meet tomorrow, 22 April, and are expected to unite in approving a statement on political extremism; the statement will be critical of the British National Party and will urge people to ‘use your cross’ and to vote for any of the main democratic parties in the forthcoming European elections. The text of the likely statement is attached.
The meeting takes place at the Moravian settlement at Fulneck, Pudsey; the Moravian church there provided hospitality for children and families fleeing the Nazis.

Tomorrow’s statement follows a tradition of West Yorkshire church leaders uniting to speak out against the BNP, going back to the last European elections in 2004.

Pastor Gloria Hanley, Chair of West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council said that, “racism is a sin, as all people are created in God’s image; the British National Party does not speak for Christians“.
As well as Pastor Hanley, others affirming the statement are likely to include:

The Anglican Bishop of Bradford

The Anglican Bishop of Ripon & Leeds

The Anglican Bishop of Wakefield

The Anglican Bishop of Beverley

The Anglican Bishop of Knaresborough
The Anglican Bishop of Pontefract
The Catholic Bishop of Leeds

The Vicar General of the Catholic Diocese of Leeds

The Chair of the Leeds Methodist District

The Chair of the West Yorkshire Methodist District

The Moderator of the Yorkshire Synod of the United Reformed Church

The Regional Minister for Ministry, the Yorkshire Baptist Association

The Bishop Emeritus of the Lutheran Church of Great Britain

The Chair of the Yorkshire District of the Moravian Church

The Yorkshire Divisional Commander of the Salvation Army

A representative of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council has taken a lead in 2009 in mobilising Christians to vote for parties other than the BNP. It has issued specimen church magazine material  entitled ‘Use Your Cross’ and a set of resource notes for local churches. These are downloadable on www.wyec.co.uk.
Photographers: go to the Moravian Church, Fulneck, Pudsey, LS28 8NT, 12.30pm, 22 April.

For all other enquiries, please contact the Revd. Dr. Clive Barrett, on 07966 540699.
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