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WYEC Church Leaders’ Public Statement on Inequality: Every Person Matters
Who we are

West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council (WYEC) serves all of West Yorkshire and a large area of North Yorkshire. It represents over one million Christians in the following Churches:

The Church of England


Diocese of Bradford


Diocese of Ripon and Leeds


Diocese of Wakefield

The Roman Catholic Church


Diocese of Leeds

The Methodist Church


Leeds District


West Yorkshire District

The Yorkshire Baptist Association

The Yorkshire Synod of the United Reformed Church (URC)

The Yorkshire Division of the Salvation Army

The Yorkshire District of the Moravian Church

The Lutheran Church in Yorkshire

The Society of Friends, Yorkshire

The West Yorkshire African Caribbean Council of Churches (WYACCC)

The full list of signatories to Every Person Matters is:


Pastor Gloria Hanley, (WYACCC), 

Chair of West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council

The Rt. Revd. David James, Bishop of Bradford

The Rt. Revd. John Packer, Bishop of Ripon and Leeds

The Rt. Revd. Stephen Platten, Bishop of Wakefield

The Rt. Revd. Arthur Roche, Catholic Bishop of Leeds

The Revd. Dr. Liz Smith, Chair of Leeds Methodist District

The Revd. Peter Whittaker, Chair of the West Yorkshire Methodist District

The Revd. Kevin Watson, Moderator of the Yorkshire Synod of the URC

The Revd. Ernie Whalley, Regional Minister, the Yorkshire Baptist Association

Major Bill Heeley, Yorkshire Divisional Commander of the Salvation Army

The Revd. Kenneth Evans, Chairman, Yorks. District of the Moravian Church

The Rt. Revd. Walter Jagucki, Bishop Emeritus of the Lutheran Church of GB

Eva Pinthus, Representative of the Society of Friends (Quakers)

The contact person is:


The Revd. Dr. Clive Barrett, WYEC County Ecumenical Development Officer

WYEC, Hinsley Hall, 62 Headingley Lane, 

Leeds, LS6 2BX; 




0113 2617053; clivebarrett@wyec.co.uk

Some Christian Background

Why today?

In the calendar of some Christian churches, 17th February 2010 is Ash Wednesday. This day marks the start of a 40 day penitential season of Lent. It is a time for reflection and repentance. It is an appropriate time for church leaders to call upon our society to reflect and to repent of its injustices and economic inequalities and to address the negative social consequences which result.

Christians and Politics?

‘In coming to us in the person of Jesus, our loving God affirms every human being’. 

Jesus lived two thousand years ago. Christians see him as God’s Son. He is God’s ‘yes’ to humanity; through him we know that every person matters to God. There is nothing in human life which is beyond God, nothing in human experience which is outside the realm of God. Of course that includes our spiritual lives. It also includes the ordering of our society, our political lives. 

Issues of justice, and wealth and poverty, are at the heart of the Christian message. Centuries before Jesus, prophets were ruing the isolation and injustice caused by excessive wealth:

‘Ah, you who join house to house, who add field to field, until there is room for no one but you, and you are left to live alone in the midst of the land!’ (Isaiah 5.8)

Jesus himself proclaimed blessing on the poor (Luke 6.20 - contrast with Luke 6.24) and warned that it would be easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God (Matthew 19.24). For even stronger warnings, see the biblical Letter of James, chapter 5.

It is the teaching of Jesus that we should love our neighbour as ourselves (Mark 12.31). We cannot sit lightly to the suffering of others, nor fail to speak out when that suffering occurs in a society within which others have an excess. 

Inequality

There have recently been several substantial surveys looking at the negative consequences of the gap between the richest and poorest members of society. It is not simply that economic inequality exists side by side with bad health, crime, and other social statistics, but that there is strong evidence that it is the economic inequality which is causing the increased incidence of mental and physical illness, crime and the fear of crime, lack of educational attainment and reduced social mobility.

These factors were detailed by Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett in their 2009 volume, Why Equality is Better for Everyone (published in paperback, February 2010). This is linked with the website www.equalitytrust.org.uk. Comparison of different countries led to eleven key social issues being identified as being related directly to levels of inequality in society: physical health, mental health, drug abuse, education, imprisonment, obesity, social mobility, trust and community life, violence, teenage births, and child well-being. 

In January 2010, the Government Equalities Office produced The National Equality Panel Report: An Anatomy of Economic Inequality in the UK. See http://www.equalities.gov.uk/national_equality_panel/publications.aspx.

Extracts from the summary paper include:

Britain is an unequal country, more so than many other industrialised countries and more so than it was a generation ago (page 2).

Whether or not people’s positions reflect some form of ‘merit’ or ‘desert’, the sheer scale of differences in wealth, for instance, may imply that it is impossible to create a cohesive society. Wide inequalities erode the bonds of common citizenship and recognition of human dignity across economic divides (page 3).

Most recently, in February 2010, the Marmot Review was published. Fair Society, Healthy Lives: Strategic Review of Health Inequalities in Britain Post 2010 can be accessed via www.ucl.ac.uk/gheg/marmotreview.

Reducing health inequalities is a matter of fairness and social justice…

Reducing health inequalities will require action on six policy objectives:

—— Give every child the best start in life

—— Enable all children young people and adults to maximise their capabilities and have control over their lives

—— Create fair employment and good work for all

—— Ensure healthy standard of living for all

—— Create and develop healthy and sustainable places and communities

—— Strengthen the role and impact of ill health prevention 

(Executive Summary, page 9)

It is in the creation of healthy and sustainable places and communities, in the building of ‘social capital’, where the churches excel.

Examples of Good Practice

1. The Churches’ Presence on Holme Wood estate, Bradford, BD4
Holme Wood is a large Bradford outer estate, with high levels of deprivation. The Anglican church of St Christopher and Holme Wood Salvation Army have a long record of making a difference to the lives of large numbers of local people and of building social cohesion in the community.

St Christopher’s Family Project.
Baby Sense caters for the needs of parents and carers with children under the age of two. It provides Baby Massage for babies 0-6 months, a Treasure Basket for babies 7-12 months, and Discovery Play for children 13-24 months. There is also a Toddler Gym.
St Christopher’s Youth Project

Wannabe is a performing arts club for young people aged 5-16 years. ‘Play a musical instrument… discover how to act… experiment with dance and movement... make new friends… perform in shows and public presentations.’ Wannabe involves a range of professional tutors in music, drama and dance / movement and is supported by approved volunteers. 
Music Maker grew out of Wannabe. It gives young people with limited experience of playing music the chance to do so in a fun and creative way. Music Maker also takes place in local schools.
There is also a Teenspirit group for 7-15 year olds and a Youth Cell group for young people 11+.
The St Christopher’s Good Neighbour Project has, since 1989, been helping people discover their gifts and talents and then use them in a voluntary capacity to benefit local people. 

The Home from Home centre is for people aged 55+. There is a daily two-course lunch, with tea and coffee also available in the morning and afternoon. There are games, quizzes, bingo, videos and a chance to sit and chat. A door to door minibus service is also available.
The Good News Shop has a wide selection of good quality second hand clothes, household items and occasional crafts made by members of the Home from Home centre.
The café receives help from local school students who serve the customers and glimpse the value of community projects.
There is a second hand furniture store, a hairdressing service, and a ‘Fresh and Fruity Food’ store selling healthy fruit and vegetables.
Activities include line dancing, indoor bowls and a ‘Healthwise’ course which addresses fitness, stress and weight.
The innovative Activate programme, in which St Christopher’s and the Holme Wood Salvation Army work together, aims to help young people play a more active role in their community. Run by young people, this project encourages young people apply for and allocate money to projects that benefit young people. 

Holme Wood Salvation Army, known locally as Sally Bash, provides a positive, sociable and creative space for children and young people to meet and to learn to look out for each other. It runs clubs and activities for toddlers through to the elderly: 

Parent and Toddlers; Toddler Story Time (with SureStart); Toddler Gym; Star Club (children); Boys’ Group; Girls’ Group; Explorers; Launch Pad (children’s club); schools’ projects; Streets Ahead (after school clubs in two schools); a youth club; a Friendship Club for the Over 60s; a Lunch Club for pensioners…
See: www.activateholmewood.org; www.tongparish.org.uk/stchristophers.html.

2. The Catholic Society of St Vincent de Paul
The Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) is a lay Catholic society founded in 1833, dedicated to tackling poverty and disadvantage by providing practical assistance to those in need – irrespective of ideology, faith, ethnicity, age or gender. It seeks, in the spirit of justice and charity, to help those who are suffering poverty in whatever form.

The main work of the volunteer members is to befriend and assist individuals and families in need on a person-to-person basis, through visits to domestic residences, care homes, hospitals, prisons and other institutions. There are over 500 volunteer members in the Catholic Diocese of Leeds (from Selby to Settle), and over 10,000 across England and Wales. The visitors address social isolation and contribute to local community cohesion.

The Leeds Central Council of SVP also undertakes a number of special community projects including nine shops, a furniture project, and a support centre.

The St Vincent’s Support Centre, York Road, Leeds offers a range of services: free long-term debt advice for the most needy (with 350 clients per year); a paying-in point for Leeds Credit Union; a counselling service; a learning centre, addressing such basic needs as reading, writing, numeracy, understanding bills, financial literacy, money management, job shops; teaching English for Speakers of Other Languages, a free service available for those seeking sanctuary (asylum), and others addressing life skills and culture skills; distributing a hardship fund to the most desperate asylum seekers; a clothing and furniture shop; and a café staffed by CREATE, a social enterprise company linked to St George’s Anglican church, employing vulnerable and marginalised adults. 44 volunteers are linked to the Support Centre, and there is a certificated programme of volunteer training to enhance their employment prospects. 

The St Jude’s Furniture Store, based in Holbeck, services the chain of shops and also provides direct furniture and related assistance to those in the most severe need, across much of Yorkshire. That alone would be commendable, but its own operation is itself a social enterprise. It is assisted by a number of volunteers, often themselves with learning difficulties. There are also a number of 13 week placements from BEST, an agency linked to the Job Centre, providing training for job seekers. St Jude’s recently won the ‘BEST Placement Provider’ award, ahead of over 100 other agencies. The workforce also includes up to 20 people per day on Community Service Orders. Significantly, it has been found that there is a low reoffending rate, and some even return as volunteers, having engaged with a different set of values, seen the value of what they are doing and wanting to do more.

Find out more at www.stvincents-svp.org.uk; www.svp.org.uk

There will be a concert in support of the work of SVP at Leeds Cathedral on 30 March.

3. Halifax Street Angels
Providing safety for: the elderly, waiting for a bus or taxi post-theatre; late night town centre workers, e.g. in burger vans; anyone waiting for a late bus home; people becoming vulnerable (e.g. under age, left outside a club when all one’s friends are let in); victims of sexual assault or other violence; those suffering the effects of binge drinking…
In the course of a year up to October 2009, Halifax Street Angels volunteers clocked up 7300 hours in the town centre, directly assisting in over 700 incidents, with even more people feeling reassured simply by their on-street presence. 
The initiative of Paul Blakey, who was awarded the MBE in the 2010 New Year Honours, Halifax Street Angels started as a project of Halifax Churches Together in 2005. The idea is to help people who become vulnerable whilst enjoying Halifax’s busy night life, with its many bars and clubs. The Street Angels, in their high visibility jackets, patrol the town between 9pm and 3am on Fridays and Saturdays. Their impact was immediate, with police reporting violent crime in the town centre reduced by 42%. That level has continued to decline in subsequent years.
The Street Angels work in close partnership with the police and other agencies, and are mentioned in the Home Office Book of Good Practice. 

A new limited company and registered charity, Christians Together in Halifax, has just been set up to oversee the work of Halifax Street Angels, the Fairtrade Cafe and several other Christian based initiatives. The Fairtrade Café, (functioning as a café in the daytime) is the base for the Street Angels, and is a publicly accessible safe space until 3am, valued by the homeless, addicts and ambulance crews alike.
Churches Together in Halifax continues to provide prayer and practical support. 60% of the team of volunteers are from the churches.

In the five years since setting up, the Street Angels have received the Duke of York’s Community Initiative Award, been visited by the Prime Minister, and set up the national Christian Nightlife Initiative Network, an informal network of similar operations which supports prays and shares ideas together. The first Network gathering was in Halifax in 2008; the second gathering is planned for 2010.

The Street Angels initiative has been copied in many towns and cities across Yorkshire, and across the country from Middlesbrough to Guildford. There have also been enquiries from towns in a number of other countries from as far away as Brazil. 
www.streetangels.org.uk

www.churchestogetherhalifax.org.uk 
4. Wesley Chapel, Harrogate Town Centre
Wesley Methodist Church, Oxford Street, Harrogate is more than a 19th century listed building. It is a Christian congregation aiming to be “living, vibrant and relevant to today’s world with its varied issues and challenges”.

The ministry of the church includes listening, healing prayer, and community outreach. There are strong community bonds, and everyone associated with the church has an allocated visitor. 
There are lunchtime concerts, lectures, speakers and public meetings on contemporary issues.

Wesley Chapel serves the town by hosting a variety of civic services and services for external groups. The Chapel also hosts Cruse Bereavement Care drop-in centre.
Supported by Churches Together in Harrogate, the town centre chaplain is based at Wesley Chapel. The Chaplain is someone who can engage with people in the workplace and who can listen confidentially to issues raised about work, life in general, or personal difficulties.

The Harrogate Homeless Project, “Springboard”, is based behind Wesley Chapel and provides refreshments, advice, clothing, shower, communications, education and activities for those who are homeless or vulnerably housed.

Wesley Chapel supports Harrogate Town Pastors, which has operated since the end of 2006, with similar results to Halifax Street Angels, above. The Salvation Army provides a catering van, so hot drinks and light refreshments can be given away to revellers, offering a safe space in the town centre. Volunteers walk around the town centre in groups of two or three. “We carry useful items such as foil blankets, business cards (with the patrol line number), rubber gloves, small dustpan and brush (for sweeping up broken glass), sterile wipes and the well know disposable flip flops. The handing out of flip flops to ladies as they walk around with bare feet has been a huge success”. To some, they are known as “the flip flop guys”. The Police Chief Superintendent has thanked the Town Pastors for “diffusing tension and enabling some of those who would otherwise spend a night in the cells, the local hospital, or worse, to get home safe and well.”
5. The 3 Churches Project, based at Stainbeck United Reformed Church, Leeds
Supported by two local Anglican churches, Stainbeck URC has opened up and looked out to its community. Time has been spent building relationship and trust with people in the community, and with other voluntary and statutory agencies active locally. There is engagement with police, the NHS, councillors.
The church runs a lunch club for the elderly and a weekly community café. The local Children’s Centre uses the premises several times per week. 

The combined funding of the three churches, along with the Church Urban Fund and Leeds Christian Community Trust, has enabled a Community Worker to be appointed. The aim is to put on enjoyable and entertaining activities, to give a space for members of the community to come together equally. The arts have led the way in this.
There have been plays, community festivals, fundays, made possible by the church’s local connections. 

This is a craft club, and this has included various courses, for example on textile art. There is a Children’s Group and a Youth Group run jointly with the Youth Service. There is even a new project to teach ballroom dancing to children, something that is supported by the local sports partnership in schools. It is important to have permission to fail and to have another go, to take the risk of looking silly.
It is an outer-estate part of Leeds, and one area has a high Asian population. The church has reached out to some of the Asian women and together organised some inter-faith fairs. Moving beyond superficial relationships means overcoming Muslim feelings of being intimidated by the Christian church with all its hierarchy and structures.
http://www.stainbeckchurch.org.uk/3churches.htm

6. CARE Dewsbury
Dewsbury Minster has a longstanding tradition of hospitality and refreshment. However, Churches Together in Dewsbury recognised that there was one client group need specialist provision, and so in July 2008, CARE Dewsbury opened in Dewsbury Baptist Church. It provides late morning brunch for around thirty men who are homeless or alcohol / chemical dependent. A special meal is provided at Christmas. Games and computer facilities are available, and help given with housing and benefit forms. For many of the men it is a valuable place of care and much needed respect.
A team of volunteers is drawn from across six of the churches in the town. The volunteers themselves have expressed the fulfilment they find being involved in this way.

There are good relations with the Housing Department, the Police and the local authority. CARE Dewsbury is currently one of the local Mayor’s charities of the year.
	BAPTIST CHURCHES   members of Yorkshire Baptist Association

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND   Bradford, Wakefield, Ripon & Leeds

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
THE METHODIST CHURCH   Leeds District, West Yorkshire District

THE MORAVIAN CHURCH   Yorkshire District
	THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH   Diocese of Leeds

THE SALVATION ARMY   Yorkshire Division

THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS Yorkshire General Meeting   

THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH   Yorkshire Synod
WEST YORKSHIRE AFRICAN CARIBBEAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
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