Ash Wednesday Liturgy for WYEC Church Leaders
Introduction

Sisters and brothers in Christ, since early days Christians have observed with great devotion the time of Christ’s passion, death and resurrection. It is the custom of the Church to prepare for this by a season of penitence and prayer.

As we gather, representing communities across West Yorkshire, I invite you in the name of Christ, to observe this holy season of Lent, by prayer, self-denial and charitable giving; by self-examination and repentance; and by reading and meditating on God’s word.

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.

[Hymn]

Saviour of the World 

Jesus, Saviour of the world, come to us in your mercy:

we look to you to save and help us.

By your cross and your life laid down, you set your people free:

we look to you to save and help us.

When they were ready to perish, you saved your disciples:

we look to you to come to our help.

In the greatness of your mercy, loose us from our chains:

forgive the sins of all your people.

Make yourself known as our saviour and mighty deliverer:

save and help us that we may praise you.

Come now and dwell with us, Lord Christ Jesus:

hear our prayer and be with us always.

And when you come in your glory:

make us to be one with you

and to share the life of your kingdom.
Ministry of the Word

Bible Readings: 
Isaiah 58: 1-12




Matthew 6: 1-6; 16-21

Lighting of a single candle as a focus of all our thoughts prayers

Silent Reflection

Let us pray: 

Mystery of Goodness,

by whose gaze we are called into being and held in life:

teach us the secrecy of prayer which seeks no reward;

the generosity of love which forgets itself;

the gift of a treasure uncountable and unconsumed;

through Jesus Christ, the Son of the Wilderness. Amen.
Act of Penitence

Silence

Let us pray.

Holy and merciful God, 

we confess to you, and to one another, 

in communion with all the saints, 

that we have sinned through our own fault 

in thought and word and deed; 

in what we have done 

and in what we have failed to do.

We have not loved you with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.

We have not loved one another as Christ has loved us.

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.

We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness:

The pride, hypocrisy and impatience of our lives, 

Our self-indulgence and our exploitation of other people.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

We confess our preoccupation with worldly goods and comforts,

And our envy of others.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

We confess our blindness to human need and suffering,

Our indifference to injustice and cruelty,

Our misuse and pollution of creation,

And our lack of concern for the generations to come.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

We confess our negligence in prayer and worship,

And our failure to commend the faith that is in us.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Silence

Almighty God, 

you create us from the dust of the earth.

Let these ashes be for us 

a sign of our repentance 

and a symbol of our mortality.

May we always remember 

that by your grace alone 

we are given eternal life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
In the name of Christ,

I invite you to receive on your forehead

the sign of the cross.

Those who wish come forward. At each signing these words are said:

Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.

Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ.

Psalm 51:

Have mercy on me, O God, 

in your constant love;

In the fullness of your mercy 

blot out my offences. 

Wash away all my guilt,

and cleanse me from my sin.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Give me the joy of your help again

and strengthen me with a willing spirit.
May almighty God

Have mercy upon us,

Forgive us our sins,

And keep us in life eternal. Amen.

It may be appropriate for national / local / global newspaper headlines to be placed around the candle before or during the next prayer 

Prayer for Ash Wednesday 

[to be read by several voices: sections marked with * at beginning]

*God of compassion and justice

We offer our prayers for the communities of West Yorkshire;

We give thanks that they are places of belonging and welcome

And for the countless ways in which the needs of each person are met 

through the commitment, gifts and skills of others.

*Forgive us we pray,

When we take the work of others for granted;

When we diminish the value of human life;

When we fail to treat all people with the respect which they deserve;

When we forget our need of one another;

When we forget the needs of the poor among us;

When our own desire for status or security dulls our senses, 

closes our ears, blinkers our sight;

*Gift us with vision, we pray,

To see the world around us with new eyes;

To recognise the light of your presence in every person;

To discern Godly wisdom in the midst of hard human choices;

*Attune our listening, we pray,

To hear the cries of those deprived of work, 

and of those bearing the burden of working long hours;

To know the anger and the angst of people who feel pushed to the margins 

by those with wealth and power;

To catch the whispers of our neighbours who feel they have been silenced, 

whilst others shout more loudly;

*Give us courage, we pray,

To stand alongside those in greatest need;

To challenge easy solutions and false assumptions;

To work in partnership with others where we can make a difference together.

*God of justice and compassion,

As, on this day, we face the truth

that we are made of dust and to dust we shall return,

Re-mind us of the common humanity that we share;

Re-kindle your compassion in our hearts;

Strengthen our resolve to live more generous lives;

Re-tune us to your deep wisdom amidst the responsibilities that we hold and the choices that we make,

That we might seek to walk in the way of Christ, 

and remain true to our calling, even through the wilderness.

We ask this, and all our unspoken prayers, 
in the name of Christ, Amen.
The Peace

In Christ, God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through his death on the cross.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

Invitation to share the peace with one another as a sign of reconciliation between ourselves, our differing church traditions, and within our communities.

[Hymn]

May the God of grace who calls us

Confirm and strengthen us 

in our desire to follow Christ.

May the blessing of God 

Who creates, redeems and sustains us,

Be with us all, now and always, Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen.

Liturgy adapted from the Methodist Worship Book; collect from Prayers for an Inclusive Church, Steven Shakespeare, Canterbury Press; Prayer for Ash Wednesday, Liz Smith.

Possible hymns where the order is used in other places: 
Brother, sister, let me serve you 

Christ be our light

Christ’s is the world


Dear Lord and Father of mankind

Father, hear the prayer we offer

Heaven shall not wait

Inspired by love and anger
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