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MISSION FOR UNITY, PEACE AND PRAISE!
A CENTURY OF PEACEMAKING

Can you imagine what relations between churches were like way back in 1910? There was
very little contact between Christians of different traditions. When it came to overseas mission, the
churches were falling over each other in some places and completely ignoring other places. That was
the background for a 1910 Edinburgh Mission Conference, which many people see as the start of the
ecumenical process, of peacemaking between the churches.

Visitors from around the world
came to an Edinburgh 2010 cele-
bration, WYEC invited one of them
to Leeds. Deenabandhu Manchala
works in Geneva for the World
Council of Churches (WCC). He is
involved in the WCC'’s Decade to e, 3
Overcome Violence. Ave 10
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Deenabandhu spoke on Community and Faith—
Building a Culture of Peace. There were stories of
reconciliation and ‘community cohesion’ in our re-
gion too. A walk around Leeds Market showed some of the issues of peace and hidden ‘structural’
violence which face us all in the heart of Yorkshire. There were challenges from debt and poverty,
militaristic toys and DVDs, alongside chances to build bridges with people from other communities.

What are the issues of peace and violence in your community? How can you claim the blessing
Jesus promised to peacemakers?

To read the closing statement, the

JOIN IN THE HARMONY! ‘Common Call’, of the Edinburgh
2010 conference, see
Praise can be mission when it means singing www.edinburgh2010.0rg

out at a major tourist attraction at August
Bank Holiday weekend.

. . . . . David Cornick, General Secretary
Praise can be unity when it means singers from a wide of Churches Together in England,

range of Christian traditions becoming part of a single is pictured in the WYEC office
musical venture together. Together with Clive Barrett, the West

Put the two together and you have the chance to take part \éorkSh"e
in a sing-through of the entire Mission Praise hymnbook in Egb';tgnical
the magnificent setting of Saltaire United Reformed Church. Development
Visiting choirs are invited to choose a number of half hour Officer, -
David will be

sections to sing, with allocated hymns for each block. !
undertaking

To book your slot, contact Valerie Jenkins, 01274 542510. some

teaching on
SEE INSIDE— Ecumenism
: Wakefield—bishops crossing boundaries Z??(g:llfgton
The 2010 General Election—did you come out on el
top? _ University
Racial Justice College in
Church Leaders on inequality and asylum September.




STAN DI N G TOG ETH ER Wakefield Cathedral was packed for a visit by

Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor. Following
Cathedral Evensong, there was an extended
public dialogue between the Cardinal and the
Right Reverend Stephen Platten, Bishop of
Wakefield.
& The wide-ranging dialogue covered issues of
WWW. X current Anglican—Roman Catholic relations
WYEC.CO.UK e and was notable for revealing the warm
personal relationship which exists between the
two Church leaders, both of whom have been
involved in international conversations between
the two Churches.

In the WYEC office

...there’s a new face, Good relations between churches are nearly
and a new voice at always built upon good personal relationships
the end of the phone. between the people involved. At the local level,
We welcome Alex that is an incentive for each of us to get to
Waring, who comes know our neighbours better.

to us from Leeds

Church Institute. CHURCHES TOGETHER IN LEEDS | | CHURCHES VOTE FOR §
o DEMOCRACY ‘|' % \/
Working with Leeds Churches
Together in Mission, WYEC held a The region’s churches played a huge USE
consultation on the work of Churches | | part in this year's General Election.
Together groups in the city. There Many held hustings meetings and were i  YOUR
were some tremendous good-news active in Christian causes. There is a CROSS
stories, whilst recognising the report on www.wyec.co.uk, which was Wl A b
HELP US KEEP challenges faced by some groups. a key website during the campaign. at election time "8
THE SHOW ON IETPRRRIRRRRARARD
THE ROAD! * KIDZ HIT TEN FRESHER AND HIGHER LOCAL UNITY IN ACTION
Churches Together 3 Church workers, ministers . ALEAP TO ALEP

: : Congratulations to Kidz
groups are kindly % Klub Leeds which has
asked to contribute % just reached its 10th
£3 per church per X birthday. This fantastic
year to WYEC, % initiative reaches
please, to cover the X thousands of young

and pastors from various
independent black-majority
churches came together for
the first time in Leeds at the
end of May. Held in the Living

Congratulations to the churches
in Eldwick, about to become
West Yorkshire's newest Local
Ecumenical Partnership.

cost of mailings. N ; Hope and Deeper Life .
Thank you for your ; Sggﬁi/eeg];gism;stthe churches, this lively Fresh GO FORIT, GOLCAR
help with this. Focus event helped different Congratulations, too, to the

X % city. The newest Kidz
WYEC, Hinsley Hall, Il ¥ ub, in Middleton, is
62 Headingley Lane, || x giready making a huge
Leeds, LS6 2BX. 1 difference locally.
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for you, please do HEALING TIME | WHARFEDALE ON THE UP

not hesitate to ask. UP 1: the churches in Upper Wharfedale have

| become the first in the region to sign a "
Declaration of Ecumenical Welcome. This
means they will watch out for people of other "
traditions with no local church of their own, and

|| make sure they are fully included and welcomed "

churches to work on a shared churches in Golcar, who have
mission to the city. A follow-up | [ signed a local Covenant to work
convention, Higher Heights, ever more closely together.
takes place 11-14 August.
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Each WYEC church appoints its own
3 ‘Ecumenical Officer’. This summer, the

This newsletter is
NOT copyright. You
are encouraged to
make as many copies
as can be used in
your church / area.
Please make WYEC
as widely known as
possible and
encourage people to
call on us for any
help that we may be
able to give. Thanks.

Ecumenical Officers went to Holy Rood
House, Thirsk, a Christian centre for
healing, and a good

37 setting to explore the

healing of the church.

The discussions were

led by Bill Snelson,

pictured, once County

Officer for WYEC and

a former General

Secretary of Churches

Together in England.

" UP 2: the Scargill Movement is looking to make

Scargill House, near Kettlewell, a thriving

" Christian community, retreat and events centre
once again. For details and bookings, see

" www.scargillmovement.org.
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HALIFAX STREET ANGELS is now an independ-
ent company, Street Angels Christian Nightlife
B R RRR R RRRRRERRRRRRRRRRRanaRanas  INitiative. Details on www.streetangels.org.uk




COMING UP: TO GET INVOLVED TOGETHER

RANRR8EEEERARNRRRREEEEGERARRRRREE.

RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY

West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council is pleased to
support a Racial Justice Sunday service, 12th
September, 6.30pm in Bradford Cathedral. The
address will be given by Maureen Grant from the
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust.

CONNECT, MEET, GREET, PLAY, PRAY, DREAM,
SCHEME, INSPIRE AND BE INSPIRED - (Phew!)

These are the aims of CONNECT, an imaginative
‘creative networking event’ put together by a
consortium of Christian mission agencies in Leeds,
including Leeds Churches Together in Mission.

What is your vision for the city? Hear about social action
projects and ‘get alongside some inspirational people of
faith’. See www.networkleeds.com.

CONNECT happens at St George’s Centre, Great George
Street, 6.30-9pm, Thursday 9 September.

The CONNECT event includes the launch of Sidelined, a
DVD of nine stories of hope from Christian social action
projects in Leeds. See www.leedschurchestogether.org.uk

PAPAL VISIT

Pope Benedict XVI will be
undertaking a state visit to
the UK, 16-19 September.
Please pray for the Catholic
community at what will be a
special time for them. There
will be a lot about the Church
in the media, which could
provide opportunities for
Churches Together groups to

EURO NOTE

The German churches have
held a massive national festival
in Munich, an ecumenical
‘Kirchentag’. Olav Fykse Tveit,
general Secretary of the World
Council of Churches, said that
those in the ecumenical move-
ment were ‘bearers of hope’ for
churches and minorities.

have helpful local discussions.
The Pope’s programme
includes attending Evensong in
Westminster Abbey. Find out
full details on
www.thepapalvisit.org.uk.

RANRREEEEERARNRRRREEEEEERARRRRREE.

LEADING READING

There are dozens of black
majority churches in the UK.
What do you know about
them? Some recommended
reading—The Black Church in

|
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I The Christian Vegetarian i
I Association is holding a i

FROM INTERCHURCH TO INTERFAITH

One of the things churches do better together is relating to people of other faiths.

Here | am Lord is a day conference at Huddersfield Methodist Mission, run by a set of
prominent Christian agencies, to explore friendship with people of other faiths, and how
you can be an evangelist simply by being a good neighbour. It is especially aimed at
people who don'’t yet have interfaith experience. 2 October, 10.30am-4pm, £5 including

lunch. Bookings: janet.bryer@crc-online.org.uk.

Inter-Faith Week is 21-27 November . Find out more at www.interfaithweek.org.uk. For
Christian resources go to www.cte.org.uk/themes/dialogues/interfaith.

COSTA CALDER

Plans are taking shape for a café church
in Costa Coffee, Halifax, to be launched
with carols in December. Talks include
the Salvation Army, Halifax Minster,
Carlton URC, Stainland and Holywell
URC, Heath URC and the King's Centre.

: whole course.
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: MISSION SHAPED INTRO

1
1
: A six week course put on by Fresh Expressions, :
: Leeds Methodist District and Wakefield Diocese at
| St Peter’s, Church Street, Gildersome, from 15 :
:September, 7.30pm. ‘Re-imagine church and re-
y discover mission’. £3 per session or £10 for the :

1

1

- [ and Keno Ogbo; DLT, £12.95.
' | Together in England and is a

I'{ subject.

the 21st Century, by Joe Aldred
Joe works for Churches

national authority on this

| CORRYMEELA
1

i We were sad to learn of the

: death of David Stevens, leader
; of the Corrymeela Community
i in Northern Ireland. For the
rwork of the Community today,

! see www.corrymeela.org.

THE SACRAMENT OF
MARRIAGE is a new exhibition
at Cartwright Hall Bradford
exploring the ‘marriage’ of
different cultures in Yorkshire.
The exhibition continues until 5
September.

FANCY A GAP YEAR? Check
out threesixty by Oasis:
www.oasisuk.org/threesixty

INN CHURCHES

No room at the inn? Not in Bradford!
A successful pilot project in February
brought volunteers from 25 churches to

REVEALING TREASURES

* Kirklees Faiths Forum report that an amazing 52 places of worship took part in this
year's Treasures Revealed in Kirklees festival. Over 700 people visited Kirkheaton

work with 7 inner city churches on a rota
of accommodation and food for dozens
of homeless people.

The Inn Churches Winter Shelter was
so successful it will be repeated from
December 2010 to February 2011. To
find out how you can play a part, contact
julilpurple@aol.com or 07533716418.

PADDOCK QUAKERS go places no
one else does. Their lecture ‘Making
friends with the enemy’, moved to larger
premises, such was the interest in Jo
Berry, bereaved by the Brighton IRA
bomb, and Pat Magee, the bomber.
Paddock Quakers also kept an
‘Unarmed Forces Day’ on 27 June.

Parish Church alone, for an arts festival. A further 22 places of worship were open
during the Wakefield Festival and Faith Trail.

* Watch out for the Calderdale Festival and Faith Trail, 11-19 September.

* There are regular tours of faith trails in the centres of both Bradford (Saturdays) and
Huddersfield. For details, call 0113 2443413 or see www.treasuresrevealed.co.uk

* There are leaflets for the Bradford Prayer Trail, and for Peace Trails in both Leeds
and Bradford. See local tourist Information offices, Bradford Cathedral or
www.t4p.org.uk (Leeds). These are great resources for Churches Together groups.

* The Leeds Peace Trail is likely to feature in the city’s Light Night, Friday 8 October.
Assemble on Civic Hall steps during the evening for a guided tour.

* An English Heritage survey states that West Yorkshire has 457 listed churches,
temples and chapels, including 34 at Grade 1. 94% are in good condition. There was
special praise for Gomersal Moravian Church, Cleckheaton, which has undergone
repairs and is back at the heart of its community.




CHURCH LEADERS ON INEQUALITY
AND THE PLIGHT OF ASYLUM SEEKERS

West Yorkshire church leaders have developed a
tradition of marking the start of Lent by speaking out
together on matters of serious public concern.

This year, the venue for the public statement was the Holme
Wood estate in Bradford, where the churches have a
marvellous record of engagement in the local community,
showing the love of God in both their worship and their works.

The church leaders’ public statement highlighted the terrible
inequality between the richest and the poorest in society. It
has been proved that this rich-poor divide leads to many
social problems from bad health and poor education to high
crime and helplessness.

The Government was urged to reduce inequality.

We all have a part, though, in building a better society.
Church leaders commended church people and others
Pastor Gloria Hanley, Chair of WYEC, | involved in volunteering and creating a spirit of community
with the Revd Dr David Gamble, then | responsibility. They were particularly impressed with the work
President of the Methodist Conference | of the churches in Holme Wood, the Society of St Vincent de

at the launch o’f the West Yorkshire Paul, and Halifax Street Angels.
church leaders’ statement.

Read the church leaders’ statement in full at www.w  yec.co.uk.

Standing up for the poor: senior representatives of Quaker,
Salvation Army, Moravian, Anglican, Baptist, African-
Caribbean Churches, Lutheran, Methodist, Roman Catholic,
Methodist, Anglican and URC churches

The rich-poor divide is nowhere more obvious than in
the plight of many people who have come to the UK
seeking asylum, often fleeing terrible horrors in other
countries. The people who have been unable to con-
vince the authorities of their fears are often left destitute.

The welfare of these asylum seekers has long been a concern of church
leaders. As well as backing local churches which offer practical loving
support to the destitute in our communities, a number of senior church
leaders have met regularly with officials from the UK Borders Agency.

The officials have explained the procedures of the Home Office, not
least how Voluntary Assisted Return could be right for some (though not
all) asylum seekers. In response, the church leaders have pressed for
improvements in the way asylum seekers are treated, especially an end
both to the detention of children and to policies
The Revd Dr Liz Smith, the Rt Revd John Packer and |which cause destitution and unnecessary
Mgr Michael McQuinn at the UK Borders Agency. hardship to the most vulnerable people.

INVITATIONS WELCOME - WANTING TO MEET YOU

Clive Barrett, the West Yorkshire County Ecumeni  cal Development Officer
would be delighted to meet with Churches Together groups, Local Ecumenical
Partnerships, churches thinking about closer ecumenical involvement or anyone
who wants to promote local unity. Whether you would like me to preach, speak or
listen, please don't hesitate to contact me at the WYEC office below.

WEST YORKSHIRE ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, HINSLEY HALL, 62 HEADINGLEY LANE, LEEDS, LS6 2BX
TEL: 0113 2618053 FAX: 0113 2618054 EMAIL: ALEX.WARING@WYEC.CO.UK  WEB: WYEC.CO.UK



