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LOVING, LEARNING... AND LAUGHING!
= Lovine.

West Yorkshire church leaders continue to show
concern for the conditions faced by hundreds of des -
titute asylum seekerswho come to churches across
the region looking for assistance.

l |

The concerns of the churches have now been taken to
the Home Office. Following the WYEC church leaders
statement on asylum seekers last year, the Rt. Revd.
Stephen Platten, Bishop of Wakefield took the initiative in
making contact with the Home Office. In June, a delega-
tion of church leaders travelled to London, and there
were meetings with the minister and with senior officials.
It is hoped that conversations will continue.

Glolia Hanley (Chair of WYEC), Liz Meanwhile, WYEC is working once again with Bradford

Smith (Chair of Leeds Methodist Distict) Cathedral to puton an International Carol Service for
and Stephen Platten (Bishop of asylum seekers and their supporters at 7.30pm, Tuesday

Wakefield) at the Home Office, London.  15th December. Last year's service was a noisy, joyful
success. Thisyear's promisesto be atleast as exhilarat-
To read the documents WYEC handed in | ing and is not to be missed.

to the Home Office, visit www.wyec.co.uk

LEARNING... SEE INSIDE—
- How students give back to local churches.
The largest inter-church partnership in West - Racial Justice: put a face to it.
Yorkshire received a boostwhen church BACK PAGE—
leaders signed an agreement supporting - How to celebrate your community in style.
ecumenical chaplaincy in the universities in

Leeds. Anglican, Baptist, Catholic, Lutheran, ;

Methodist, Quaker, Salvation Army and United : ' |
Reformed Church pariners are all involved with
the chaplaincy team to the University of Leeds £ )
and Leeds Metropolitan University. The team, \

which serves 50,000 students and staff, has
developed over twenty years, butthisis the first

time since 1994 that church leaders have N B g

gathered to celebrate the chaplaincy in this way. 1 LA ,

It follows the recent re-establishment of the — |
Universitiesin Leeds Chaplaincy Trust. Signing the universities chaplaincy agreement

LAUGHING!

Hands up! puppets, based at Yeadon Methodist
Church, were the stars at a fun day at St. Paul,
Buttershaw. This was the first event under the
banner of the newly convened Churches
Together in Bradford South and West.
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SOUTH LEEDS —
GATHERING THE
FRAGMENTS.
Churches in Leeds
11 and Middleton are
being urged to send
two representatives
to an ecumenical
gathering convened
by WY EC and
church leaders, at
Building Blocks,
Maud Av enue,
9.30am, 7 November

HELP US KEEP
THE SHOW ON
THE ROAD!

Churches Together
groups are kindly
asked to contribute
£3 per church per
year to WYEC,
please, to cover the
cost of mailings.
Thank you for your
help with this.

WY EC, Hinsley Hall,
62 Headingley Lane,
Leeds, LS6 2BX

And if there is
anything we can do
foryou, please do
not hesitate to ask.

This newsletter is
NOT copyright. You
are encouraged to
make as many copies
as can be used in
your church/ area.
Please make WYEC
as widely known as
possible and
encourage people to
call on us for any

STUDENTS MAP THE CHURCHES

Religious Studies
students together
with their
assistant, Abbie
Palmer (far left)
and Professor
Kim Knott (3rd
fromleft), at the
public
presentation of
the results of their
study at
Headingley
Stadium

The Community Religions Project is a research programme undertaken by finaly ear
undergraduate students from the Depatment of Theology and Religious Studies at the
University of Leeds. The intention is to map all religious activity in a chosen neighbourhood.
This y ear, attentionfocused on Headingley, especially the Christian churches. The students
were particularly interested in ecumenical relationships, including Churches Together in
Headingley, and in how ecological concerns were reflected in the different churches.

This kind of local ecumenical audi is not restricted to students—it could usefully be carried out
by any Churches Together group; you mightfindy ou do more together thany ou realise!

The students’ full report is available online at www.leeds.ac.uk/trs/irpl/crp.htm

help that we may be

.
I
able to give. Thanks . A
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NOAH'S BARGE
sailed along the
Leeds Liverpool
canal to highlight the
December Climate
Change Summit.

Planned by CAFOD,
the Catholic

dev elopment
agency, it included
an open air service
at Saltaire United
Reformed Church.
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HOPE FOR THE NATIONS

What linked one of the best céllists
from North Korea, singers from Iran,
Malaysia, Poland, Congo, Ethiopia,
Nigeria..., a steel band and the New
Testament Church of God Youth Choir
and Voicesin Praise? They were all part ||
of the Hope for the Nations celebration in
Briggate in Leeds in June. The songs were |
sung in so many languages, t felt like
Pentecost. Hundreds of people ‘partied’
under the enomous banner of 126
national flags. There was Christian
literature in many languages and ov er
2000 leaf lets distributed proclaiming hope.
g www. hopef orthenations.wordpress.com.

Halifax
Fairtrade
Cafe,
closely
linked

with

Churches Together in
Halifax, is looking for
some more wlunteers.
The cafe does marv ellous
work and is well worth
supporting. Contact
simon@ hopecalderdale.org.uk
or call 07825 795150.

RECENTRESEARCH showed that
the churches contribute a massive
£300m to the Y orkshire economy.
www.y orkshireandhumberf aiths.org.u
k/ev ents/graceandgenerocsity/

|rTHE FRIENDS OF THE CHURCH IN |
INDIA invited Joshva Raja from the

j united Church of South India to '
deliver the St Thomas Unity Lecture |
in St Paul, Manningham, in June. He I

| described how a united churchcan |

| contribute to dev elopment and the |

| common good. [

CONGRATUL ATIONS to the Local Ecumenical
Partnership at Christ Church, Halton, Leeds —
20y ears old this October

=

" HALIFAX FOOD SUPPORT AND DROP IN
CENTRE, based at the Ebenezer Church, has ||
reported a successfulfirst 6 months. 1000 food
parcels have been given out with 260 clients on ||
the books. It is supported by Churches Together
in Central Halifax. A DVD will be out soon. "

adnd ndnd

WYKE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES came
together in the beautiful, listed, United Ref ormed
Church in Wyke, for a shared communion
sewvice. The theme was Divided world / united
church’ and the preacher was Clive Barrettfrom
WYEC.



RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY COMING UP: TO GET INVOLVED TOGETHER
r-—-—————————— 1
; | Spiritual preparation for | |ARE YOU REALLY
West Yo_rkshlre i December's Copenhagen | |[MANAGING? L ability
Ecumenical Coundil is I ey h . . 7
supporting a Racial | Earth Summit : the perlqd 1 | |Community Act!on training
: a September—4 October is day for those with
Justice Sunday service in | |
‘Creation Time'. Download management
Bradiord Cathedra, I liturgical resources and | responsibilities in a local
6.30pm, 13 September. | pray ers at www.ctbi.org.uk. I church. £20, St George’s,
There will be international I
e L _ Leeds. 9.45am-3.30pm, 30
musicians, and the R233333333333333333223335533m583 | Seniember Bookings: 0113
preacher will be George PIECE HALL choir . The 3508070 or email
Kov oor, Principal of Trinity ; ; or emai
v closing eventfor the Halifax rsmith@liv ability .org. uk.
S @liv ability.org.u
College, Bristol. The theme Hope08 committee. Stalls
Everyone is invited to bring alzh\é\{ggrggggfuf?igésag:d entertainment and a choir of oo T !
1 1
family, and also some light refreshments to share. liEiifiiiiifffﬂ:ﬁ:mm : ,CNi_PH_ABIGGER. Leeds
tywide Alpha course with
HUDDERSFIELD INTER- i ymeal, Leeds Town Hal, !
. L CHURCH ALPHA COURSE i 17.30-9.15pm, 2 October. :
WY EC also sponsors the International Carol Servlce in Methodist Mission cafe. 6 36 ! I Tel: Karen, 0113 2437916. 1
Bradford Cathedral, 7.30pm, 15 December, with special for 7 17S b v . 1
welcome given to asylum seekers and their supporters. or 7/pm, eptember. - !
FINDING GOD... in your United Songs of Praise
journey and the dity. Aninter- | i presented by Wakefield for
THE FORUM OF CHURCHES TOGETHER IN ENGLAND ([ 9eneration open space toshare | | Jesus, for Churches
) ideas, faith, experience. Leeds | : Together in Wakefield,
This three-y early event takes place 7-9 Churches Together in Mission. | : Destiny Church, Parklands
September, under the over-arching theme Oxford Place, 7 for 7.30pm, 21 | i Estate, (eve) 11 October.
‘Changing World: Changing Church?’ The Forum ||| September.
will look atfour key areas: Ecology, Doing
Church Differently, Violent Crime, and Inteffaith |—. — — — —  — — . —. —. 1 i
Relationships. Stories and suggested practical | JUST CHURCH training . -, shown by Roundhay i
actions can be found at www.cte.org.uk. - Embed concern for social | ; Environmental Project i
. ; . | justice in your church or 1 (REAP), achild of :
Wheln did youhla?]t snt_:gﬁfh%garden or park i]ChurchesyTogether aroup, with | 1 Churches Together in :
simply to watch the wildlfe - Church Action on Poverty . | ! Roundhay. St Andrew’s, ;
! Leeds Church Institute, 7.30pm,i !7.30pm, 14 October. |
I 22 September' N
THE ELIM CHURCH NETWORK i |
Churches Together in England has recently admittedthe |« ~7"~"~77 CcTToTTTmT T ' | ‘Immigration, Integration
Elim churches intofull membership. We look forward to ! Fresh Expressions Vision and Identty’ , with Fabian
working more closely together with local members of the [, Day. Dream dreams, share Hamilton MP and John
Elim family. 1 stories, ask questions. £5, bring! | pocker. Organised by

Roundhay Covenarnting

N A A :: jbavington@bluey onder.co.uk. Churches. At St Edmund’s,

1
1
1
1
I packed lunch. To book, email :
:
1
1
1

i The International Day of Prayer for Peace, supported i1 Skipton Baptist Church, 10am- 7.30pm, 16 October
i by the World Coundl of Churches, is on 20 September. i1 4pm, Saturday 26 September. ) ’
i The following day is the UN International Peace Day. l_ __________________ s — e — e — -
i Please pray for the peace of the world at this time. Y ——— : - COSTACOFFEE inthe UKi
) i i| Back to Church Sunday is on h reed to let their !
i The interfaith Week of Prayer for World Peace tak&g i[ 27 September. Find out whatis |; sﬁzpigbiegsgds)r rzgular |
i place October 18-25. Packs of prayer legflets are av ailable | hossible from | Christian presentation. See ;
gfrom:WPWP, 11 Montrose Avenue, London, NW6 6LE. {[ www. backtochurch.co.uk more at \AN\AN.cafechurcH.net. I
....................................................................................................................... i Call 01422 353238 or ema|||
50 years after being founded in a politically divided, InterFaith Weekis i z)rﬁ_ag?gggsmpygg?&%ﬁﬁl'c |
war-tom Europe, the Conference of European 15-21 November . | Halfax venue thc, 7pm, 12 |
Churches has held its 13th Assembly in Lyon. Find out more at "'November ' ’ .
Twenty years on from thefall of the iron curtain, 300 delegates of www.interfaithweeko: | "~~~ | I
div erse churches explored being ‘Called to one hope in Christ’. Their rg.uk. For Christian
powerful closing message noted that new divisions were appearing, resources go to ORIGINS AND LEMONS is
between the settled and the migrating, rich and poor, employ ed and www.cte.org. uk/ the latest offering from the
unemploy ed. They advocated ‘speaking truth to power’ and declared: ||: themes/dialogues/ Y ork-based Riding Lights
Hope [is] an essertial aspect of the Christian faith. All Christians are interf aith theatre group. Presented by
called to the one hope in Christ, as a way to love, forgiveness and Wakefieldfor Jesus, Destiny
reconciliation. As Christians we share our hope in the risen Christ in RIDE THE BLUE Church, Parklands Estate,
the communities in which we live and to which we belong There is WAVE CHARTER Wakefield 21 November
hope! - in our struggle for truth and justice. There is hope whenwe TRAN!
resist all forms of violence and racism and when we defend the : )
dignity of every human person. Go to the London climate rally direct from
Bradford or Leeds. 5 December. £25- £30 (tbc).
Discov er more at www.assembly.ceceurope.org Book early: leeds@cafod.org, 0113 2759302




CELEBRATING COMMUNITY -
A LOCAL ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
SHOWS THE WAY

The Local Ecumenical
Partnership (LEP) at
Newsome,
Huddersfield is a
‘Covenant’

partnership between
local Anglicanand
Methodist churches.
They keep theirown
buildings but work very
closely together. Their
focusis shared mission.

The distinctive feature of the Newsome LEP is their engagement with the community they serve.
There isa community shop which funds a community worker, Pam Kent. The LEP has recently
won a Kirkdees Adult Learners Week award for Community Organisation of the Year.

The latest achievement of this mission-oriented LEP has been the hosting of a magnificent
community festival, Celebrating Newsome Together, described as an opportunity ‘to celebrate all
thatis good about the place where we live, work and study’. It was a packed July weekend of
exhibitions by over forty local organisations, activities by dance, music, fashion and other groups,
prizes forartists from local schools, and a standing-room only ‘Celebration’ to dose, altogether
attracting 800 people. The community was affirmed and the churches were seen as the people
who care for the community, putting into action their prayers for their neighbours.

If you would like to
explore whethera
Covenant LEP would be
right for your area—and
churches of any tradition
could be involved, if you
are committed to working
together —orif you
would like to know more
about how you might be
able to stage a
community celebration,
please contact Clive
Barrettin the WYEC

PamKent (centre), the Newsome LEP community organiser, at the office.

official opening of the Celebrating Newsome Together festival.

INVITATIONS WELCOME - WANTING TO MEET YOU

Clive Barrett, the WestYorkshire County Ecumeni  cal Development Officer ,
would be delighted to meetwith Churches Together groups, Local Ecumenical
Partnerships, churches thinking about doser ecumenical involvement oranyone
who wants to promote local unity. Whether you would like me to preach, speak or
listen, please don’t hesitate to contact me atthe WYEC office below.

WEST YORKSHIRE ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, HINSLEY HALL, 62 HEADINGLEY LANE, LEEDS, LS6 2BX
TEL: 0113 2618053 FAX: 0113 2618054 EMAIL: OFFICE@WYEC.CO.UK WEB: WYEC.CO.UK



