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Supporting Churches Together 
across West Yorkshire and 
much of North Yorkshire. 
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RACIAL JUSTICE - A Banquet for All People  
   West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council is delighted t o be associated with an ecumenical ser-
vice for Racial Justice Sunday. The service will take place in Bradford Cathedral at 6.30pm on 
Sunday 14 September, under the heading of A Banquet for All People (Isaiah 25.6).  

   The preacher will be Dr. Anthony Reddie. He is a Research Fellow and Consultant in Black Theo-
logical Studies for the Methodist Church and the Queens Foundation for Ecumenical Theological 
Education in Birmingham.  

   Churches Together groups and all who are interested across West Yorkshire and beyond are in-
vited to come and take part in this service. You are invited to bring two things with you:  
· a portion of finger food from your own culture to share, and  
· non-perishable food for the hungry of Bradford. 
 

ASYLUM JUSTICE - An International Carol Service  
 

   The West Yorkshire church leaders invite  
you to join with them, asylum communities 
and their supporters in a specially devised 
ecumenical and international service of car-
ols and readings.  

 

   This special and unique service will take place 
in Bradford Cathedral at 7.30pm on Tuesday 
16 December .  

 

   Details have yet to be finalised, but you can 
expect to have a good sing in the company of 
choirs from around the world and an awareness 
that the story of the Incarnation is as relevant 
today as it has ever been.  

 

   Consider the Holy Family fleeing as refugees 
to Egypt. Thank God they must have received 
hospitality there.  

 

   May we show hospitality to those who flee 
injustice and violence and who seek refuge in 
our communities  
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PAFRAS is one of the principal front-line agencies in Leeds supporting destitute asylum 
seekers. It served over 4000 meals last year, and g ave out over 2000 food parcels; all on 
a shoestring, with no government funding, but lots of donations from local churches.  
PAFRAS urgently needs to find new premises in inner -city Leeds for its offices and 
food / clothing store. Ideas and offers of assistan ce, please, to Christine Majid, 0113 
2484147 or email pafrasemail@yahoo.co.uk �

Part of a spectacular quilt made by the women of 
Bradford Immigration and Asylum Support and 
Advice Network (BIASAN). The quilt was dis-
played when WYEC church leaders spoke out 
against asylum injustice on Ash Wednesday, 
2008. Their statement is on www.wyec.co.uk. 
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CHURCHES TOGETHER in 
HARROGATE 

Clergy from Harrogate are going on 
a 24 hour retreat together at Wydale 
Hall, North Yorkshire, in September.  
 

The theme will be ‘Then we Shall 
See’, (1 Corinthians 13.12). Input will 
come from Janet Henderson (the 
Archdeacon of Richmond) and Peter 
Barnes from Vineyard. 

 

This is a great model for ministers to 
follow in other Churches Together 
groups. 

CHURCH FRIENDLY FUNDING 

Sourcing Funding for Local Projects  

WYEC is working with the Churches’ Regional 
Commission and the Diocese of Bradford to put on a 
Funding Day for churches and Churches Together 
groups across the region. This follows on from a 
similar over-subscribed day in York earlier this year. 

Do you have an idea for a project in your area? Find 
the human resources by working with Churches 
Together. Find the financial resources by coming to 
the Funding Day. 9.30am-4pm, Wednesday 15 
October, at St. Andrew’s Church, Skipton. Cost £10, 
including lunch. To book, contact Uell Kennedy, 
01535 650531 or email uell@kadugli.org.uk 

St. Andrew’s is a Methodist—United Reformed 
Church local ecumenical partnership on Newmarket 
Street, BD23 2JE. 
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THE WYEC WEBSITE is 
the fount of all know-
ledge of ecumenical 
affairs in West 
Yorkshire and beyond: 

The national organisers of 
HOPE 08 are keen to know 
which local events did work 
and which didn’t and why. 
Send a review of your 
activities to WYEC,  we will 
report them in UNITY 
POSTand pass them on. 

 

LOCAL ECUMENICAL 
PARTNERSHIPS (LEPs)  

The Anglican / Baptist local 
ecumenical partnership at St. 
Agnes, Burmantofts, Leeds was 
the setting for a WYEC 
Consultation Day for members 
of LEPS.  

Those who came covered an 
area from Ossett to Skipton. 
Many were from single-
congregation LEPs, and there 
was also a good turnout from 
Newsome, Huddersfield, where 
churches have come together 
for a mission project. Joys and 
concerns were shared, for the 
strengthening of all. 

CHURCHES TOGETHER in CALDERDALE  
 

What’s So Amazing About Grace? , a play in 
Mixenden, was one of many superb initiatives 
reported at a WYEC Consultation Day in Sow-
erby Bridge for Churches Together groups in 
Calderdale. 

 

Other inspiring stories included lunch clubs, 
schools work, street angels, and a brilliant 
‘Sing for Burma’ day in Illingworth. Groups 
prayed, studied and witnessed together. 

 

There was a vision for a major Christian ‘hub’ 
in Halifax. One concern raised was how com-
munication could be improved between 
Churches Together groups. 
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Churches Together in Halifax started the massively 
influential Street Angels project . Now they have held a 
major Christian Nightlife Initiatives Conference at the 
King’s Centre in Halifax on 1 July. People travelled from all 
over the country to attend, and to celebrate the amazing 
success of Street Angels and similar projects in cities, 
towns and villages. 

Two weeks later, representatives from Halifax Town Cen-
tre Ambassadors and Halifax Street Angels won a regional 
Tilley Award for their contribution to crime reduction. Read 
more about these stories  by clicking Newsletter on 
www.streetangels.org.uk 

At the same time, Churches Together in Wakefield was being told that Wakefield Express 
had reported a story of  Street  Angels in Wakefield coming to the aid of a woman in dis-
tress. This was not an isolated incident: in 18 months of Street Angels in Wakefield, crime 
figures are down in the city centre. There are twenty active volunteers out of a pool of 
fifty, but more are needed. To find out more about what is involved, contact 
kez@wakefieldbaptist.co.uk. 
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Sourcing Funding for Local Projects  

WYEC is working with the Churches’ Regional 
Commission and the Diocese of Bradford to put on a 
Funding Day for churches and Churches Together 
groups across the region. This follows on from a 
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Do you have an idea for a project in your area? Find 
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St. Andrew’s is a Methodist—United Reformed 
Church local ecumenical partnership on Newmarket 
Street, BD23 2JE. 
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The national organisers of 
HOPE 08 are keen to 
know which local events 
did work and which didn’t 
and why. Send a review of 
your activities to WYEC. 
We will report them in 
UNITY POST and pass 
them on. 



14 September, 6.30pm 
Racial Justice Sunday.   
An ecumenical event for West Yorkshire.  
Bradford Cathedral. See front page. 
 

This newsletter is NOT 
copyright. You are 
encouraged to make as 
many copies as can be 
used in your church / 
area. Please make WYEC 
as widely known as 
possible and encourage 
people to call on us for 
any help that we may be 
able to give. Thank you. 

THE LAMBETH CONFERENCE AND UNITY  
From the recent Anglican bishops’ meeting: 

• Unity is both a gift and vocation from God to 
the Church for the world. We must learn how to 
receive that gift. 
• The Church should be made up of reconcilers 
and reconciled, an instrument and sign of 
reconciliation. 
• Our ecumenical partners are sometimes 
bewildered by apparent Anglican inconsistency. 
• [T]here is often a tension between formal 
dialogues and the Church at local level. 
• [T]here is much ecumenical activity at local 
level... Perhaps the future of ecumenism should 
be from the bottom up and not the top down...  
Read more on: www.lambethconference.org/
vault/Reflections_Document_(final).pdf 
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• The latest leaflet of courses and training events offered by Christians Learning Across 
Yorkshire (CLAY) can be downloaded from their website, www.claycourses.org.uk 

 

• One of the most successful national Christian websites both for enquirers and those more 
established in faith is www.rejesus.co.uk. Check it out! 

 

• Bradford Churches for Dialogue and Diversity (BCDD) offer two full one-day courses on 
Exercising Senior Christian Leadership in a Multi-Faith Society. 3 November or 23 February. 
£125 including lunch and resource books. 01274 488144. www.bcdd.org.uk.  

God. 
What a fabulous colour green is 
every shade tucked into every plant 
every blade of grass 
every leaf subtly different 
a million billion shades of the one colour 
like touching fresh flowing water 
or the smell of summer morning. 
And God of Blue 
what a big colour that is 
stretching for a thousand acres above us 
like the touch of cool 
or the smell of snow. 
And red God... And caramel God... 
And purple God... 
How big is your imagination O God 
how fabulous your tartan 
how warm your smell 
how colourful your laughter 

EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN  
ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK  
Last year’s European Ecumeni-
cal Assembly endorsed the idea 
that the period leading up to the 
second Sunday of October 
should be a Time for Creation, 
for praying for greater sensitivity 
and respect for the diversity of 
God’s wonderful creation. The 
Choose Life anthology of liturgi-
cal material on climate change 
is a superb gathering of re-
sources for this. It is available 
on the website of the Confer-
ence of European Churches, 
www.cec-kek.org/pdf/
ChooseLifeECENLiturgy2008.pdf 
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 7 January 2009 (approx) 
Publication of UNITY POST 2009 
 

Please send your stories and photos to 
the WYEC office by the end of Novem-
ber. This is your chance to celebrate 
what your local churches have done 
together, and to share good practice. 

 

If you don’t normally get to see UNITY 
POST the full size newspaper of West 
Yorkshire Ecumenical Council, or if 
your Churches Together group would 
like to amend delivery details, please 
contact  WYEC. The 2008 edition is 
online: www.catholicpost.org.uk/
archive/2008/january.htm 

16 December , 7.30pm 
WYEC Asylum Carol Service 
Join West Yorkshire church leaders, 
members of asylum communities 
and their supporters for a carol 
service with a difference. Bradford 
Cathedral. See front page. 

14 September, 2.45pm 
The Longwood Sing 
Hosted by Churches 
Together in the Lower 
Colne Valley at the 
Tower on Longwood 
Edge. This spectacular 
setting is a marvellous 
backdrop for a brass 
band, choirs and an 
address, this year by 
the Revd. Clive Barrett 
of WYEC. 
 
 

 

 
 

25-27 September, 10am-5pm (-4.30pm Saturday) 
Northern Christian Resources Exhibition  
Yorkshire Event Centre, Great Yorkshire Showground, 
Harrogate, HG2 8PW. Entry £5. www.creonline.co.uk 
 
15 October, 9.30am-4pm 
Church Friendly Funding  
How to fund the projects of your church or Churches 
Together group. St Andrew’s Skipton. To book, call 
01535 650531 or email uell@kadugli.org.uk. 

 

Saturday 15 November 2008, 7pm 
Hope Calderdale Quiz Challenge 
Pellon Social club. Up to fifty church teams compete 
with the trophy winners nominating the charity to re-
ceive the takings. (£10 entry per team of four). Apply: 
01422 250213 
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14 September, 6.30pm 
Racial Justice Sunday.   
An ecumenical event for West Yorkshire.  
Bradford Cathedral. See front page. 

18/19 November, 6.30for 7pm 
Who is My Neighbour? 
WYEC’s regional launches of a 
Churches Together in England report 
on the churches’ response to gangs, 
drugs, guns and knives. Tuesday 18 at 
Oxford Place Methodist Church, Leeds, 
LS1 3AX; Wednesday 19 at Little Lane, 
Bradford, BD9 5HD. See back page. 

Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 
18 –25 January 2009  
 

Are you organised? 
In some areas:  
 - all the churches close 
for a morning and have 
a big joint service 
together 
- or there is an extra 
joint service together 
- or there are pulpit 
exchanges. 
 

Whatever you do, make 
sure you take this 
opportunity to get to 
know each other, and to 
experience the breadth 
of Christian tradition.  
 

Korean churches have 
chosen the  theme for 
2009 - Reconcile Your 
People, based on 
Ezekiel 37.15-28. For a 
preview of resources go 
to the World Council of 
Churches website: 
www.oikoumene.org/
index.php?id=2139, 
scroll down to XI and 
click ‘resources’.  
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   WYEC is privileged to be hosting the regional laun ches of a major national report by Churches 
Together in England on gangs, drugs, guns and knive s. Entitled Who is My Neighbour? A Church 
Response to Social Disorder, the report recommends ways in which the government, churches and the 
police service can work together more effectively to reduce gang-related crime linked to drugs, guns and 
knives. David Cornick, General Secretary of Churches Together in England said, ‘This report 
emphasises the unique value of each young person’s life, and seeks to inspire the churches to reach out 
to young people in inner cities caught up in social disorder, as an act of good neighbourliness.  

   The launches will take place at Oxford Place Methodist Church, Leeds, at 7pm on Tuesday 18 
November, and at the Local Ecumenical Partnership at Little Lane, Bradford 9, at 7pm on Wednesday 19 
November. Bishop Joe Aldred, one of the authors, will be introduce the report. Given the topical 
importance of the issue, it is hoped that many churches will be represented. 

   To download the report, or to obtain hard copies (£5), visit www.churches-together.net. 
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   WYEC is privileged to be hosting the regional la unches of a major 
national report by Churches Together in England on gangs, drugs, 
guns and knives. Entitled Who Is My neighbour? A Church Response to 
Social Disorder, the report recommends ways in which the government, 
churches and the police service can work together more effectively to 
reduce gang-related crime linked to drugs, guns and knives. David 
Cornick, General Secretary of Churches Together in England, said, This 
report emphasises the unique value of each young person’s life, and 
seeks to inspire the churches to reach out to young people in inner cities 
caught up in social disorder, as an act of good neighbourliness. 

  The launches will take place at Oxford Place Methodist Church, Leeds, 
at 7pm on Tuesday 18 November, and at the Local Ecumenical 
Partnership at Little Lane, Bradford 9, at 7pm on Wednesday 19 
November. Bishop Joe Aldred, one of the authors, will be introducing the 
report. Given the topical importance of the issue, it is hoped that many 
churches will be represented. 

   To download the full report, or to obtain hard copies (£5), visit www.churches-together.net. 
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   Every church that is a member of WYEC appoints 
an Ecumenical Officer.  These are the people who 
encourage ecumenism within their own churches, and 
who help to build bridges with other churches too. 
Many have a special expertise when it comes to 
supporting Local Ecumenical Partnerships.  
   Denominational Ecumenical Officers are a valuable 
resource and an important part of WYEC. Do you want 

help in working 
together? Ask 
your 
ecumenical 
officer. If you 
don’t know 
who your 
ecumenical 
officer is, ask 
your own 
church 
authorities or 
check the 
WYEC 
website,     
wyec.co.uk. 

Ecumenical Officers in conference together  

   Major research into finding out what 
makes the most exciting Christian projects 
work well has just been published . Most of 
the fresh expressions / social action projects 
taking part were from West Yorkshire, with a 
number run by Churches Together groups.  
Researchers found that, with faith and values 
at the 
centre, 
attitudes 
such as 
partnership, 
support of 
volunteers, 
teamwork 
and  
flexibility 
were 
essential in 
making a 
real 
difference. Read the report, entitled Effective 
Christian Presence and Enterprise, at 
www.faithworks.info/index.asp 
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   Clive Barrett, the West Yorkshire County Ecumeni cal Development 
Officer , would be delighted to meet with Churches Together groups, Local 
Ecumenical Partnerships, churches thinking about closer ecumenical 
involvement or anyone who wants to promote local unity. Whether you would 
like me to preach, speak or listen, please don’t hesitate to contact me at the 
WYEC office below. I look forward to being with you soon! 
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Holy Rood House, Thirsk, summer2008. 


