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CHURCH LEADERS STAND TOGETHER

STANDING UP FOR HOPE AND HOSPITALITY

@ West Yorkshire Ecumenical Council

7 has issued a public statement urging
\ = | ey people to vote in the 4 June elections for
the European Parliament.

A high turnout would not only be good for
democracy, it would also reduce the
chances of Yorkshire being represented by
a MEP from the British National Party, with
its policies of racial and religious hatred.

Church leaders, meeting at the Moravian
Settlement in Fulneck, heard how 1930s’
Moravians sheltered refugees from Nazi
Germany.

The church leaders affirmed the values of
unity, tolerance, hospitality and mutual re-
spect, which have always helped people
from different backgrounds to live together.
They agreed that all human beings are cre-
ated equally in the image of God, that ra-
cism is a sin, and that extremist groups like
the BNP do not speak for Christians.

Pastor Gloria Hanley, Chair of WYEC, with other
church leaders at the launch of their public statement

In particular, said the church leaders, ‘we

are called to love our neighbours as our-
WYEC ISSUES LOCAL RESOURCES selves; and so we abhor any rejection of
Other WYEC initiatives on the BNP— a specimen  our neighbours of other faiths as an affront
church magazine article, Bible study and advice to all our beliefs and a danger to the unity

on campaigning —can be found at wyec.co.uk. of the whole community’.

STANDING UP FOR PEOPLE IN DEBT

West Yorkshire church leaders have also expressed their shared concern for people facing
hardship and debt at a time of financial crisis and unemployment. Details on Page 4.

STANDING UP FOR JESUS

When did
Churche s came together in communities across ﬂ;}ese pIa;;_fu(Ij
Yorkshire for united acts of witne ss during Holy We ek chappies fin

themselves in

and Easter. One of the biggest gatherings was the Good such colourful

Friday Walk of Witness in Wakefield. After an impressive

silent walk through the city centre, around 700 people filled g)rr(\jpany? E
the Cathedral. Thanks go to the Salvation Army band for their in ou't on il
music, and to the Revd. Dr. Liz Smith, Chair of the Leeds page 4!

Methodist District, who gave the address.
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* On 11 June, eight

supporting the work of
the Universities

* Watch out, too, for
summer for a Further

work halftime in

Yorkshire.

CHAPLAINCY

church leaders will sign
an agreement

Chaplaincyin Leeds.

advertisements later this
Education Chaplain to
Bradford College and

half time promoting FE
Chaplaincy across West

The Porvoo Agreement
Lutheran churches in Europe. Visitors from
Skara Lutheran Cathedral, Sweden, will be
hosted by Wakefield Cathedral, 7-10 June.

links Anglican and

LOCAL
ECUMENICAL
PARTNERSHIPS
(LEPS)

The Anglican /
Methodist local
ecumenical
partnership at
Rodleywas the
setting for a WYEC
Consultation Day for
members of LEPS.

People came from
the area from Ossett
and Dewsburyto
lIkley and Skipton.
Partnerships
including Methodists
were particulary well
represented. Joys
and concerns were
shared, for the
benefit of all.

LIVABILITY,
supported by
WYEC and the
Churches

excellent training day at Huddersfield
Methodist Mission on equipping churches
and community projects to make best use of
volunteers.

The next Livability event is ‘Finding Strength
for the Way: Spiritual Refreshment for those
involved in community transformation’. 9
July, 9.45am-3.30pm at the Mirfield Centre.
£25. Contact Ruth Smith, 0113 3508070 or
rsmith@livability.org.uk.

Churches Together
in Harrogate have
said farewell to their
charismatic
secretary Humph
Baker, whose 6 year
ministry there was
quite marvellous.
Thanks, Humph!

THE PAKISTAN-
ASIAN CHRISTIAN
WELFARE
ASSOCIATION calls
for 2 August prayers
for persecuted
Christians. There is
also a 4pm service
that dayin Bradford
Cathedral. Details:
Jim Dutt 01274
392493

This newsletter is
NOT copyright. You
are encouraged to
make as many
copiesas canbe
used in your
church / area.
Please make
WYEC as widely
known as possible
and encourage
people to call on us
for any help that we
may be able to

\~\give. Thank you.

CHURCHES
TOGETHERIN
MIRFIELD is newly
formed. One ofits first
acts was to start
MATRIX, a youth
projectrun by
volunteers and now
with a detached
youthworker.

|| (;OS?onHa FEAD

||As part of the Week of ”

Prayer for Christian ”
|| Unity, Churches

Together in the Lower ”
||Co|ne Valley

constructed an ”
|| Ecumenical Cross. The

Cross is now touring ”
||the churches in the

area, with special ”
| services to mark its

—

arrival at each.
| e

DID YOU KNOW

-that dozens of
amazing community
projects are linked
with churches across
Leeds?

- that JOANNA works
with prostitutes,
ABIGAIL houses

=TI | asylum seekers, and

that MAY saw a big
celebration of these
and all Christian
community projects
in Leeds Catholic
Cathedral, called...
DID YOU KNOW?

The associated
exhibition of 18 x Al
panels may be
borrowed; call Nigel
Greenwood on
07940 587618.

CHURCHES FOR BRADFORD

* Proposals are being circulated for a new
partnership of churches working together in
Bradford. The initiative of David Ison, Dean
of Bradford, the projectis called Churches
for Bradford. The hope is that the new
structure will enable the churches to work
more closely together and to presenta
common front to the city.

* WYEC recently held a consultation for
Churches Together groups in Bradford.

CONGRATULATIONS TO NEWSOME LEP,
HUDDERSFIELD They won an
s award during Adult
REESES SE | earners’ Week
for ‘Community
Organisation of
the Year'. The
community shop
(pictured) is a
2l focal point for
contacts and
conversation, and the profits not only benefit
the partner churches but fund a range of
important community activities.
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NOAH’S BARGE will sail Barnoldswick to
Skipton, 19-26 June to highlight climate
change. If your church would like to engage,
call CAFOD on 0113 2759302.
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HELP KEEP THE SHOW ON THE ROAD!

HOPE FOR THE NATIONS is an amazing
Christian street festival in Briggate, Leeds,
from 12noon on 20 June. It brings together
Christians from a host of nationalities and
traditions. Find out more on
www.hopeforthenations .wordpress.com, of
contact Paul Lancaster, 01943 879370.

LrE~ErRrboRrRrRrErRrRoRrEoRrRoRrEsRv ]

)
~
)
o
)
~
)
o
)
~
)
o
)
~
)
o
']
5}

Churches Together groups are kindly asked to
contribute £3 per church per year to WYEC,
please, to cover the cost of mailings. Thank
you for your help with this: WYEC, Hinsley
Hall, 62 Headingley Lane, Leeds, LS6 2BX

Julia Smith from Abigail Housing
would like the chance to visit churches
to speak about Abigail’s work around
West Yorkshire with asylum seekers.
07531 847253 or
abigailhousing@gmail.com
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HISTORIC WAKEFIELD ASSEMBLY

The Rt. Revd. Arthur Roche, Catholic Bishop of Leeds, and the Rt.
Revd. Stephen Platten, Anglican Bishop of Wakefield.

Sometimes, important international documents and agreements
between churches don't seem to have much impact at local lewel.
Stephen Platten, Bishop of Wakefield, didn't want that to happen to
the latest Anglican-Roman Catholic report, ‘Growing Together in
Unity and Mission’. As a result, Wakefield Diocesan Synod and
representatives of the Catholic dioceses of Leeds and Hallam met
together as one body in an historic assembly.

There have been a number of practical outcomes. Everyone filled in a
postcard on which they wrote the actions they would take locally for
unity. The bishops agreed to meet regularly for prayer and hible
study. A joint Lent course is being planned for 2011.
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The eight Presidents of the World Council of Church es
RE_ (www.oikoumene.org) have issued a Pentecost message for

2009. They recalled that Peter, moved by the Spirit , called on

people to repent. In the context of today's world economic crisis,
P E NT— the Presidents said that repentance will involve:

‘Corporate managers recognizing their errors, publicly confessing

ECOST them and making reparation.

All of us who are responsible for the degradation of the ecosystem
mending our ways and making efforts to reduce all forms of pollution.

Those who instigate violence being encouraged to become gentle and tolerant,
consistent with our prayer that the ecumenical “Decade to Overcome Violence”
which is drawing to a close will not have taken place without having some impact

upon us.’

FANCY A GAP YEAR ina
‘pioneering UK community
hub’? Visit www.oasis.org/
volunteering/threesixty

The World Alliance of Reformed Churches  (WARC)
will unite with the Reformed Ecumenical Council (REC)
in June 2010. The first jointmeeting of their governing
bodies has taken place in Utrecht.

: A Religious Mapping of :
| Headingley has been carried |
I out by Leeds University I
| students. They present their :
| report at Headingley Stadium, |
: 7.30pm, 3 June. |

John Bell of the lona
Community gives the annual
Joseph Winter Lecture,
‘Indebting the Future—
Christians and Money', at
Sandal Methodist Church,
7.30pm, 4 June.

....................... 3
! WWW.WYS0CS.0rg is running a |
i set of lectures on post- I
: Reformation Christianity, 5 and |
- 6 June at Outwood House,

| outwood Lane, Horsforth. Cost

| from £4 !

Acts of Kindness

Hope 08 inspired Bradford
people to commit an array of
special Acts of Kindness. An
exhibition and celebration will
be held at Bradford Cathedral,
6 June, 2pm

Racial Justice 1.

There will be a Racial Justice
service at Roscoe Methodist
Church, Chapeltown, 3pm,
14 June.

Racial Justice 2.

WYEC is supporting a West
Yorkshire Racial Justice
service at Bradford
Cathedral, 6.30pm, 13
September.

East Bradford Churches
Together Prayer and Praise,
St Margaret, Thornbury, 7pm,
21 June

Leeds Churches Together in
Mission meets 7.30pm, Holy
Trinity, Boar Lane, 24 June

The Churches Together in
Wakefield Annual General
Meeting will be on 9 July,
7.30pm at St Austin’s.




The credit crunch, the economic downturn and
now unemploymentare making life difficult for
many people. Some people were tempted into debt
by the culture of the past. Other people have found
themselves without an income to pay for what they

thought they could afford.

| West Yorkshire church leaders
2 issued an Ash Wednesday
statement of support for people
" struggling with debt. Entitled WYEC Church Leaders make a statement on debt
s ‘Forgive us our debts’, the statement emphasised Christian generosity, compassion
and justice for any people in need. Loan sharks were condemned and credit unions
commended. Local churches were encouraged to work alongside other agencies—
Christine Taylor of such as Bradford-based Christians Against Poverty—to become centres of support,
Christians Against advice and practical care. The church leaders recognised that we must all adjust to
Poverty is based in a sustainable rate of consumption, both for our economic survival and for the sake
Burley, Leeds of the planet. See the statement and other material at www.wyec.co.uk

NORTHCLIFFE JOINS COMMUNITY OF PROPHETS

The newest Local Ecumenical Partnership in West
Yorkshire was formerly inaugurated in March.
Northcliffe Church, Bradford Road, Shipley, was formed
from the partnership of Christians from local Methodist
and United Reformed traditions. A packed church
included many supporters from Christians Together in
Shipley.

They witnessed the signing of an historic partnership
agreement by church representatives, the ministers—
Revd. George Brigham and Revd. Stella Hayton—
supported by ecumenical officers Valerie Jenkins and
Revd. Graham Kidman, together with Revd. Peter
Whittaker (Chair of the West Yorkshire Methodist
District) and Revd. Kevin Watson (Moderator of the
Yorkshire Synod of the URC).

It was just like a big wedding: there was even a cake! 2’

Local Ecumenical Partnerships are a prophetic Above: Kevin Watson and P eter Whittak er
challenge to the wider church to take working together at the inauguration of

more seriously. They take many forms, not only the ‘Sl ; Northcliffe Church.
single-congregation model like Northcliffe. (See, for & _
example, Newsome, on inside pages.) Left: George Brigham

If you would like to know more about what is possible, a_nd _Stellr? Hayt_on
please contact Clive Barrett, the WYEC County signing the registers.
Ecumenical Development Officer.

INVITATIONS WELCOME - WANTING TO MEET YOU

Clive Barrett, the West Yorkshire County Ecumeni  cal Development Officer ,
would be delighted to meet with Churches Together groups, Local Ecumenical
Partnerships, churches thinking about closer ecumenical involvement or anyone
who wants to promote local unity. Whether you would like me to preach, speak or
listen, please don't hesitate to contact me at the WYEC office below.

WEST YORKSHIRE ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, HINSLEY HALL, 62 HEADINGLEY LANE, LEEDS, LS6 2BX
TEL: 0113 2618053 FAX: 0113 2618054 EMAIL: OFFICE@WYEC.CO.UK WEB: WYEC.CO.UK



